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Jawaharlal Nehru on the Tribal People 


The people of the tribal areas and the hills attract me greatly 
and deserve our very special care, I'am anxious that they should 
‘advance, but I am even more anxious that they should not lose thei 
artistry and joy in life and the culture that distinguish them in many 


ways. 
on 


Tam alarmed when 1 see—not only in this country but in other 
reat countries too—how anxious peopleare to shape others according 
to their own image or likeness and to impose on them their particular 
‘way of living. We are welcome to our Way of living, but why impose 
it on others? ‘This applies equally to national and international 
ficlds, In fact, there would be more peace in the world if people 
"were to desist from imposing their way of living on other people and 
countries, 

1am not at all sure which is the better way of living, the tribal 
or our own. In some respects I am quite certain their's is better. 
‘Therefore, itis grossly presumptuous on our part to approach them 
with an air of superiority, to tell them how to behave or what to do 
‘and what not to do. There is no point in trying to make of them a 


second-rate copy of ourselves 
—— 


T came across the tribal people first, rather distantly, in various 
parts of India other than the North-East Frontier. These tribes 
were the Gonds, the Santals and the Bhils, I was attracted to them 
and liked them and I had a feeling that we should help them to grow 
in their own way. 

Later, I came in touch with the tribal people of the North-East 
Frontier of India, more especially of the Hill Districts of Assam, 
My fiking for them grew and with it came respect. I had no 
sensation of superiority over them, My ideas were not clear at all, 
but I felt that we should avoid two extreme courses: one was to 
treat them as anthropological specimens for study and the other was 
to allow them to be engulfed by the masses of Indian humanity. 
These reactions were instinctive and not based on any knowledge 
vor experience. Later, in considering various aspects of these 


problems and in discussing them with those who Knew much more 
than I did, more definite idea took shape in my mind and 1 began 
to doubt how far the normal idea of progress was beneficial for these 
people and, indeed, whether this was progress at all in any real sense 
of the word. It was true that they could not be left cut off from the 
world as they were. Political and economic forces impinged upon 
them and it was not possible or desirable to isolate them. Equally 
undersirable, it seemed to me, was to allow these forces to function 
freely and upset their whole life and culture, which had so much of 
good in them. 


We cannot allow matters to drift in the tribal areas or just not 
take interest in them. In the world of today that is not possible or 
desirable. At the same time we shouki avoid over-administering 
these areas and, in particular, sencing too many outsiders into tribal 
territory. 

It is between these twoextreme positions that we have to fune- 
tion, Development in various ways there has to be, such as 
communications, medical facilities, education and better agriculture. 
These avenues of development should, however, be pursued within 
the broad framework of the following fivefundamental principles:— 

(1) People should develop along the lines of their own genius 
and we should avoid imposing anything on them. We should try 
to encourage in every way their own traditional arts and culture, 

(2) Tribal rights in land and forests should be respected. 

(3) We should try to train and build up « team of their own 
people to do the work of administration and development. Some 
technical personnel from outsice will, no doubt, be needed, especially 
in the beginning. But we should avoid introducing too many out- 
siders into tribal territory. 

(4) We should not over-administer these areas or overwhelm 
them with a multiplicity of schemes. We should rather work through, 
and not in rivalry to, their own social and cultural institutions. 


(5) We should judge results not by statistics or the amount 
‘of money spent, but by the quality of human character that is evolved. 
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THIRD FIVE-YEAR PLAN 


A MID-TERM APPRAISAL. FOR ORISSA 


Acconding 49 the 1981 Cenvas of 
Oris the Scheduled Castes and 
Schedles Tribes population was 
2.967.364 and 26M.763 respectively 
jut of the total population of 
+ Ta645.986. Thos the Scheduled 
Tribes, and Scheduled Castes con 
stituted 202 per cant and 17°9 por ent, 
respectively of the total population 


‘Aeeording to the 1961 Census. the 
population of Scheduled. Tribes and 
Scheduled Castes are 4.224787 and 
27GASS, coasting 407 per cont 

the tou 


© aid 157A por coat of 
+ population of 17-548.%46, 


been ain incase of 42 per 
y 


Schedule Tribe population whereas 
a 


the increas io the case of Schesuled 
Caste population ts 716 per cent 
The higher percentage in respect of 
Schule Tribes popolation is due to 
the inclusion of a few more commu 
tes in the Scheduled Tribes’ hist 
by an order of the President in 1956. 
“There ate at present as many as 62 
tribes in the State. There isa heavy 
concentration of tkibes. in the four 
‘isrcts of Mayurbha Sundarpar 
‘raput and Phulbani and the agency 
‘of Ganjam district. the tribal 


population in these areas coming 10 & 
fou of 2488000, These areas 
Containing $9 per cent of the total 
Scheduled Tribe population, constitu 
the scheduled arca of the. State 


basis the wibes of 
tre eluslied into the 
atepories (1) Tribes 
in. primitive. isolation, (2) 

yt. (8) Aasmiated 
riben, an (4) Arstgcatic tribes 
‘The int catepory of tribes are still 
tiving i inaceesibte hilly areas wih 
thir distinctive way of living. The 
forces of change have not penetrated 
fo das areeaa the various develop= 
oul programas nthe last (Wo 
plan periods have wot touched them, 
Thee iy depend on the 
bounty oF mature with an extremely 
primitive techology. The _aribes in 
Transition Hive a the foot of the bills 
‘They carry om some amount of wet 
cultivation on beds of fillsteeams 
While retaining their wihal charac 
teristics they have acquired some 
of the cultural traits of their son-tri 
focighbours. The assimilated thes 
have lest their iginal ral 
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characteristics und have Been integrated evenly Government considered 
jo the caste structure of ural the problems of the tribes of the fist 
sovitis. The so-called aristocratic category and have decided to pay 
tribes claim to be descendants of deities special atiation to them. They have 


oF peat warriors, ‘ben enumerated as follows 
Dissret Approximate 
population 
0.000 
25,000 
$000) 
(Kashipurarea) S000 
Gunupur ‘s.000 
o.000 
000 
Jatapu 
Ganja Parlakimedi .. Lanjia Saora somo 
Ani Sora 
Phlbani Raliguda otis Konh 15.000 
Keonjhar Sadar Juang v.00 
Padi Bhaya 20,000 
Sundurgach Bonai Padi Bhuyan 1.000 
Bihor 
Manic 
Mankindia 
Dhenkanal Pallas Padi Bhuyan 200 


Juang 2.00 
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‘These tribes have been clasitiod 35 
4A’ category ties and for the rapid 
‘improvement of Uheic economic co 
dition special conovateatd efforts are 
row sing male by comprehensive 
esetlement programmes with all 
felis for agriculture, hortcubure 
Urvigation, youlsy, piggery. marketing 
fof theie produce, purchase and sale 
‘centres and supply of daily necessaries 

these tribes ave being 
Government of India have specifically 
approved an expenditure of RS. 10 
Takhs during the Thied Plan period 
for reveling at least 200 families of 
those A" ctegory tides 


“The problem of welfie of Back. 
svard Classes as been receiving speci 
attention of the Sute Government 

2 ver since 196, Prior to the First 
Plan, a expenditure of the onder of 
Rs. 46 lakhs was imcucred for this 
purpose, In the First Plan this was 
Mepped up 10° Rs. 2276 lakhs out 
fof which stm of Rs. LAST lakhs 
twas incurred under State Plan. The 
{otal outlay for the Second Plan was 

* kept at Rs. 7.16 Lakhs, Rs, 3.80 lakhs 
tuner State Sector and Rs. 3,36 lakhs 

under Central Sector, The actual 

Penditure incurred was Rs. 66009 

lakhs, Rs 33194 lakhs under State 

Sector and Ro 32815 lakhs ender the 

Cente Seto. 


Semutn Trims 
U1) Forest Co-operatives 
2) Research-awnTraioing 
< (3) Social Edvetion and Resear 


E ae to 


3 


At the time of formulation of Thied 
Plan, proposals were made for a sont 
OF Re 52555 lakhs inthe State Sector 
fand RS. 10.783 lakhs under Central 
Sector. However, the tual outlay of 
the Third Pian for the welfare of fack= 
‘wand Classes as fixed at Re, 987 lakhs 
‘wen the proposals for the Third Plan 
trove disctnat at Dethi on the ath 
November 1940. Out of this RS. $.24 
lakhs was carmarked for opening 100 
Tribal Development Blocks and the 
ralance of Rs, 4.63 lakhs for other 
schemes as approved by the Govern 
tment of India, The State Sector of 
the plan was fixed at Rs. 463 lakhs 
‘covering all the schemes. as approved 
by the Central Working Group and 
the Trital Development lock pro- 
framme as Kft 10 the Central Sector 
svith the allacation of Rs. 5.24 lakhs. 
Sehsequently, Government of India 
revised the allocation of Tribal Deve 
lopment Blocks 10 Rs. 305118 lakhs 
due to the decrease in the number of 
Tribal Development Blocks. allotted 
to the State and the following 
Schemes which were included jn the 
State Sector of the Third Plan were 
transferred 10 the Central Sector. 
The revised allocation inthe 
Central Sector are shown visetvis 
the original allocation in, the State 
‘Sector. 

‘Original outlay Revised outlay 
(Rs. i babs) (Rs. in lakhs) 


2000 as 
‘600 10 
40 


1 ApmmAst 


Seheme Crigioal outlay Revised outlay 
(Rs Lakhs) (Rs, in taki 


Scmpuued Casres 
(1) Subsidy for sweepers’ housing 200 


(2) Howe sc fo Shaded Caster cnet 2000 1765 
in unclean cxcupaion, 


(2) Improvement of the working condition of 100 +0 
smcepers and scavengers 


Tout 0 2238 


Devon Ts 
AL Scheines seal ai 


Grand Total Lam 


So the total plan outlay of Central outlay under the huckward clases 
Sectoe is now Rs, ATK67 lakhs against sector stands at Rs. RAV67 lakhs 
‘he Original tentative allocation of — Thecategory wise break-up of the outlay 
Rs, 524 lakhs and the total 3nl plan is as follows, 


State Seer 
Original — Revised 


Scheduled Tribes - olen 3,800 
Scheduled Cases 1300 1.5000 
notified Tribes nw 
Yoval 4600 46300 $2400 3.7807 


‘Comsequent on the transfer of the was made up by increasing the outlay 


Ue gap? Rs LA2laKhs caused thersby schemes like people's  contribut 


itor sd 6 a Coun! Be, ohne iva Sats ever + 
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fo runing sducational institutions 
in Wibal areas, weaver” co-operatives. 
‘were inchided in the plan, The main 


State Siev08 
Sehedoled Thibos 


1. Asheam Schools 
2 Presmatre stipends 
3. Mid-day meals 

4. Homes 

5. Poultry rearing 


6 
7. Graingota 
§. Drinking water-supply 
9, Rural commanication 


1. Mobile Health Units 


3. Driniking water-suply 
Cunraar. Seev0R 
Schedule Tribes 

1... Blocks 

2, Fores cooperatives 

Schevlued Castes 


targets originally aimed at under a 
few important schemes. in the Third 


Plan ate indicxted below : 


Rs. in tak 
7Schook 35 
25,000 students 30 
926 cents 10 
Ani hostels 1S 

1. Spl. anit 

units 

2 units 163 
1S p0hs 


2,500 wells 25 
6 miles of r00 10 
9 units 1» 


50.000 studenis 35 


soo hostels 20 
1,000 wells 19 

s 30518 
“* a9 


1. Sweepers’ housing. and house sites for 2.220 beneficiaries 1759 


Schedoled Caste 
Denotiied Tribes 
1, Residential schools 
2. Colonisation (housing) 
Sinking wells 


unclean occuration. 
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was been pointed out earlier that 
consequent upon the transfer of certain 
hemes 40 he Cental Secor, outlays 
for same schemes were revised, A 
few such schemes are discussed 


rave SeeroR 
‘Scheduled Pes: 


(1)Ashnn Setool--A sumot Rs. 701 
Jaks yas required for completion 
of huiklngs of some Ashram Sehools, 
fo the existing provision was rane to 
Re-A2O01 Takhs Subsoquentyin 1963, 
Government deidet 19 entertain more 
students in each Asheim Schoo! by 
Faising the strength of cach choo! 
From 90-40 120-Far which a sunt of 
Re 6 lakhs was estimated for each 
soar of the remaining 3 years. The 
Eeilng wis further raised 0 RS. 6 
fakhs. The sriginal target of opening 
7 Ashram Sehooks have already bee 
achieved, A few more are being 
Contempt (0 be opened if additional 
Tunds are available during the pan 
tio. 

(2) Pre-Morrie Sipe The provie 
sion of Rs. 3M) lakhs for presmatric 
Stipend for Schelled Tribe stodeats 
vas considered inadequate in view 
ft he rate of stipends given at fer 
font evels, Hace, the amount. yas 
Frised 10 RS, AT ahs but the target 
forthe number of students remained 
the same, 


(8) Howels AC fist the hostel 
buildings were roughly estimated to 
ost about Rs. 8.000 on average 
Subsequently i€ wus proposed 10 con 
strut ME and. High Schoo! hosel 
ft Rs, 14000 each and postmattic 
hostels at Rs, $0,000, -Henee, more 
Fonds had to be provided anal a sum of 
Rs, 2464 lakhs wis provided as against 
Ro. 15 lakhs for about 138 hotels 


(4) Pigery and Goat breeding ~ 
Originally it was contemplated 10 
have two small piggery unis ata vost 
OF Rs P6} lakhs. Subsequently i 
tras decide 10 open one combined 
Piggery and goat breeding. fnnm at 
CChiplima for which « sum of Rs. 869 
lakhs wasestimated. As.adequate funds 
couk! not be avallable the: sum was 
Feduced 10 Rs, 669 kh 


(5) Drinking —_wasersupnly—The 
target was fined at 2.500 wells when a 
stm of Rx 1,000 was being allotted 
for ench wal. But the cont of inking 
wll in hilly and tit reas have 
one up. Soa sum of Rs. 1.800 is 
being given fo each wal and From 1964 
onwards. a sum of Rs, 2000 would 
be ven fr the sinking of ench well in 
hilly and dificult areas. In view of 
this the target will have to be Teed as 
Tow as 1,80, A farther reduction 
ner this had may bo made to allot 
more fils under Ashram Schools 
btn revision would be’ made, if 
rnoewnary, tomatds the last year of 
plan peri 


Sehedded Caen (L)_ Presmatre 
stipends inthe ease of Scheduled. 
Tribes, the necessity to increase the 
provision of Ro, 35 lakhs was keenly 
fait Hence, the” ceiling yas raed 
to Rs, 69 lake for distribution of 
pends aid other pray. IL hak 
teen eonemplatd 10 award stipends 
toy about 0,010 stadcets as against 
the earlier target of 30000, Mee 
tsi a scheme of rationalisation of 
lisbon of stipends at presmateie 
Fevel has been adopted! whereby. 
the number of stipendiaries being 
Tied sich year according (0 the 
availability of funds, the rates of 
stipends at liferent levels remain 
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fixed. $0 ako distribution of reading 
and writing materials as been fixed 
for different classes. 


hostel buildings ‘was estimated at 
Rs. 14000 each, More funds were 
therefore, required. So. the outlay 
of Rs, 20 lakhs was eased to RS. 3265, 
lakhs for about 184 hostels 


(3) Drinking Weater-Supply—AS the 
‘ost of sinking of wells bas gone hish, 
the target of 1,000 wells could ot be 
achieved. Tt 


tnd remote areas from 1964 onwards 
So the likely target would be about 730 
wells 


Cuntaar Sectoe 


ScheledTribe--(1) Tribal Develop- 
‘ment Biocks—At the time of fina 
Tsation of Third Plan targets twas 
agreed 10 open 100 Tribal Develor- 
ment Blocks for which a sum of 
Rs, $26 lakhs was allocated. Subsc- 
quently the Government of India 
fixed the percentage of tribal “popal 
‘ion for Tribal Development Blocks 
from $8 to 6623 and alloted $7 
Blocks with a reduced plan provision 
fof Ra 0818 lakhs. Later on $ 
‘more Tribal Development Blocks have 

been alloted raising. the number to 
62 for the Thitd Plan period 
[No revision has yot been felt necessary 
inthe financial outlay due to shortfall, 
in the performance in the fist 1wo 
years, 


Denotifed Tribes{1) Residential 
Schools—Ie was originally contemp- 
lated to open two Residential Schools 


Ce alae a Sa 


Denotiied Tribes students and aveor= 
dingly wo schools have been opened 
by the end of 1963-64, Since there 
is demand for more it is being 
‘proposed t0 open one more in 1964-65, 
bringing the total number to 3. The 
likely expenditure by the end of 
“Third Plan would be Rs. 448 lakhs, 

2) Sloking of Wells—The revised 
target bas been fed at $0 wells against 
[20 as the cost of sinking wells has 
gone up. 


‘The programme of wellare measures 
for the backward clases are under 
taken under the following broad 
heads: 

(1) Education 

2) Beonomie uplift 


(9) Health, Housing and other 
schemes. 


A. few selected important hemes 
fof Third Plan under each head are 
briefly discussed in, the folowing 
paragraph 

(1) Edwcation—The most important 
scheme under this head is the Ashram 
School. This is a residential type of 
‘school imparting general educations 
up to ME, Standard and the inmates 
are taught certain selected crafts. All 
the expenses are borne by the Govern= 
ment. At the initial stages tremen= 
sous dificulies were experienced to get 
‘sibal student for these schools. 


fm large numbers. By the end of the 
Second Plan 7 Ashram Schools were 
‘opened including one for Scheduled 
Castes during the Second lin. 
Doring the fint\ three years of the 
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‘Third Plan 7 more Ashram Schools 
have been opened thus bringing the 
total number to 83, About 7,122 
students including $22 gicls are sow 
reading in these institutions. Since 
‘the cost of running this type of instins- 
tion is rather costly the number is 
ety moch limited. The Commissioner 
for Scheduled Tribes and Scheduled 
Castes during his lst visit to this 
State has recommended Tor opening 
4 large number of Ashram Schoots 
Jn the Fourth Plan and long-teom 
plan for Backward Classes adequate 
Provision will be made for “opening 
‘more Asheam School. 


‘The Primary Education of both 
tribal and. noa-tribal population has 
been inluded inthe General Education 
Programme. Under this programme 
ivi aimed to cover all villages with 9 
population of 300 or more, Therefore, 
no provision ‘has been made for 
‘opening Sevashrams ia the Backward 
Classes Sector, Recently, it was felt 
thatthe Scheduled Tribes and ScheVule 
Castes boys and girls inthe age-group 
‘of 61 find it hard to go over lng 
distances of 3 t0 4 miles to prosecute 
thei studies in Primary School. In 
forder to give these students Primary 
Education in their villages where at 
least 20 oF more children of the abowe 
Age-stoup would be available, it has 
ben decided to start Chatasalis. More 
attention is being paid t0 the most 
backward tribal areas. During 
1963-64, 30 Chasasais have been 
sanctioned and 100 more willbe 
‘opened in 196465. It has abo been 
sontemplated 10 open 125 Charasolis 
tring 1965-66, 


Providing hostel inthe MoE. 
Schools, High Schools and Colleges 
for the Scheduled Castes, Scheduled 


“Tribes and other Backward Classes 
students has assumed importance in 
the welfare programmes for Backward 
‘Classes Prior to the First Plan only 
fone hostel at Rairangpur was opened 
for Aditasi boys. During. the First 
Plan period one more special. hostel 
was opened at New Capital for the 
Adibasi boys who were brought from 
itferent districts to read in the High 
Sebool after they passed from Ashram, 
School. Daring the Second Pas 
lity was extended to 
mie. U.P. and 
M. E. School and High Schools and 
‘a many as 25 special hostels, 66 
M. E. Schools hostels and 2-non- 
communal hostels for Scheduled 
Tribes and 42 U. P. and M. E, School 
Ihowels for Sechduled Castes and. 143, 
U. Pe and M. E. Hostels for’ other 
Backward Classes were opened. It 
thas been proposed 10 open 135 hostel 
for Scheduled Tribes and 184 for 
Scheduled Castes in M, F. Schools, 
High Schools and Colleges during the 
Third Plan period. During the year 
1961-62 and 1962-63, 40H. E., 20M, E, 
and 12-U. P. School hostels have 
been opened for Scheduled Tribes and 
$9 H. E. and 28 M. E. Schoot host 
Ihave been opened for Scheduled Castes 
During 1963-64, 18 hostels would be 
opened both for Scheduled Tribes 
and Scheduled Castes including one 
for girls at New Capital. The targets 
fixed would be achieved by the end 
of the Third Plan 
Reomomic: Uplift 
AAs mentioned in the preceding note, 
Goverment. have decided 10 pay 
special attention to the most backward 
‘Tabes of the State and for the rapid 
Jmprovement of the economic condi- 
tion a special scheme has been dre 
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Up for resetting them, ‘The scheme 
sims at bringing down these tribes 
from their hilly above to compact 
areas near the foot hills of in pl 
with «group of 200 families. All 
necessary facilites ike agriculture, 
horticulture, poultry rearing, isigation 
facies wil be given to them esides, 
their children would be given special 
txlucation in residential schools 40 be 
Marted. in these colonies. Purchase 
and sale centres will also be opened 10 
supply their dally needs and to market 
their prodvce through these cents, 
Resetting a group of 200 families in a 
lini will cost about Rs. 10- lakhs. 
‘There are about 2 lakhs of these ‘A 
«category tribes and it would be a time- 
taking affair to resetle all of thet. 
However to start with, « programme 
hs been drawn up to. resettle. 200 
families during the Third Plan peti 
st a cost of Rs. 10 lakhs, Future 
programmes mostly depend on the 
succesful implementation of the 
present one. A Special Ofer (Class 1) 
has been appointed to plan, organise 
and execute the special scheme 


Pouitry and Piggery Schetnes have 
also. been given importance for the 
supply of improved. variety of pigs 
‘and poultry birds to the tribal people 
‘A special poultry farm and a piggery 
frm has been started at Chipitima 
Inthe piggery farm, goat rearing and 
breeding will also. be taken up, 


In the Central Sector, opening. of 
‘Tribal Development Blocks has been 
taken up as the most comprchensive 
major scheme. In 1986, Oris was 
alloted 4S. M. P. Blocks, now re- 
named a Tribal Development Blocks, 
for the Second Plan and these were 
stated at Nacayanpatna,  Kashipur 


Raruan aid Telkoj. During the end 
‘of Second Plan, a committe was set 
up under the Chairmanship of late 
Dr, Verior Elvin to review the working 
of these Tribal Development Blocks 
fnd to give suggestions for thir 
future programme, ‘The committee 
Fecommended for opening more. Tribal 
Development Blocks to cover all areas 
‘of tribal concentration with st Teast, 
55 por cent of tribal population. 
‘On this buss it was fist agreed at 
the time of Third Plan discussion at 
Dei to allot 109 Tribal Development 
Blocks or which a sum of Rs, 5,24 
lakhs was recommended, But the 
Home Ministry later on txed the 
Percentage of tribal population at 
166 2/3 per cent fr Tribal Development 
Blocks and allowed 57 Blacks with a 
Financial allocation of Rs, 30518 
lakhs. Subsequently $- more ‘Tribal 
Development Blocks have been allotted 
bringing the total number 10 62, The 
four S.-M. P. Blocks of the Second 
Plan are continuing in stage-tt 
and out of 62. Tribal Development 
Blocks. 6 were opened in 1961-62, 
6 in 1962-63, 12 in 1963.64, There 
|. proposal to open one more in 
1963-66 at Narayanpatna-IT in 
‘Koraput, whish Government of tndia 
recently ‘agreed to. During 196465 
16 Tribal Development Blocks will 
be opened and the balance in 196566, 
Proposals for opening as many Tribal 
Development Blocks as posible with a 
‘minimum tribal population of $0 por 
cent have been furnished 10 the 
Government of Indi, 

Another iemporiant scheme in this 
Sector under the economic group 
is opening of Forest Co-rperative 
Societies und other Conoperatives, 
‘This scheme has been introduced with 
4 view to check exploitation of the 
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ribuls and t0 make use of their forest 
produce ‘by marketing the articles 
{hrough these societies. This seheme 
us een successful fo a certain extent 
tnd 30 various co-operative societies 
fre bing established during Third 
Plan, By the end of Secon! Plan 
25 Forest Co-operatives were opened 
in the Stave, During 1961-62, the 
fist year of the Third Phin 8 Forest 
Co-operaive ‘Societies were started. 
During 1962-63, 7 Forest Labour 
Contract Co-operatives, 3 Tassar Co- 
‘operatives and one non-Edibie Oe 
feeds Co-operative Society were 
opened. During 1963-68, funds have 
‘peen. sanctioned for an Apex Society 
foe Tassar, Cocoons, one Lift Isiga- 
tion Covoperative Society, four Co- 
‘operative Farming Societies, two Pur- 
chase and Sale Centres and $ Laboor 
‘Contract Co-operatives, 2 Forest Mar 
Keting Co-operative. Societies. Tn the 
fourth year of the Third Plan 
Ik has been proposed 10 start one 
‘Apex Soclety for minor forest produces 
in Koraput district and to organise 
five Purchase and Sales Centres. 
Further programmes would be drawn 
up later on the availabilty of funds. 


Health Housing and other Schemes 


Under the health programme opening 
fof Mobile Health Units has been 
given importance, By the end of 
Second Plan $ units have been 
fonetioning in the State, 9 units are 
to be opened during the Third Plan. 
During 1961-62, Mobile Health 
Units were opened and in 19634, 
3 more have been opened. It has 
‘heen proposed t0 open the other 3 
units in 196468. For want of medical 
technical staff and doctors, these units 
fare being run with great dificlty. 


Very often matical staff are not 
inclined 10 work in tribal areas. How- 
ever, steps are being taken 10 give 
Special incentives lke “compensatory 
allowance. spacial agency allowance, 
ee. 10 induce the medical staf to seve 
in the tribal areas under this scheme, 


Provision of housing faites for 
Scheduled Tabes and for Scheduled 
Castes (sweepers and scavengers) and 
howe sites for Scheduled Castes 
engaged in unclean occupation has 
been beneficial 10 these people. By 
the end of Second Plan 7,212 units 
fof houses were constructed for 
Sehedoled Tribes and 3,388 units 
‘of houses for the Scheduled Castes, 
Ta the Third Plan there is. a provision 
fof Rs. 8 lakhs for Scheduled Tribes 
housing inthe State Sector, 315 
‘units of houses have been constructed 
during the first two years of the plan 
During, 1968-68, 200 units of houses 
will be constructed and in 1965-66, 
300 units of howses are 10 be con: 
‘trusted. For housing the sweepers, 
Municipalities, Notied Area Council 
fand other local bodies are generally 


insttaions. to tise funds in the 
best posible way. Since the cost of 
building a good type of house for 
the swoopers is a little higher, say 
aboot Rs. 1.500 the Municipalities 
land Notified Area Councils ate to 
supplement funds from their own as 
Government of India have agreed 
for a sum of Rs. 1,250 per unit of 
house. By the end of 1962-63 a sum 
fof Rs. M3 laths have been utilised 
for this purpose and 1,495 sweepers, 
families have got the benett, During 
1963-64, about 500 families were 
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(1) Ashram Schools 2 1 

(2) Hostels q 13s 
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(4) Poultry eearing Suits 
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(©) Drinking watersupply 2m 2 
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(8) Mobile Hatin 3 3 
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Scheduled Castes 
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4) Residential Schools 


TOVAKA SANGANNA 


We have aecepted the principle of 
xualty and it has become the fundas 
rental right of the citizen in the 
Indian Republic. Ours isnot 
however; a neutral of abstract 
Iype of equality, We do-not simply 
‘unciate the principe and. provide & 
Tegal framework for the removal of 
the impediments against equally 
‘Our aim is not simply 10 provide 
equal opportunities for all and watch 
the process. Ours iy an active and 
constructive «ype of equality wherein 
the State actively intervenes in favour 
‘ofthe comparatively weaker sections of 
the socety and emphasisis given on the 
positive miher than the negutive 
Aspects egalitarian, 

India isa country what the range of 
social and economic living. of the 
people isso high vine it has justly been 
called the store housé of eutralhete- 
geneity, Here we find the extremely 
Drimitive tribes, wholly dependent on 
the bounty of nature in 2 subsistence 
economy and living their traditions! 
life untouched-by the outside work, 
fn the one hand, and onthe other 
wwe find people engaged in scientific 
research and. industrial production, 
‘quipped with the latest techniques 
Df seience and technology and italy 
sensitive to Work! fares, 


Stretched between them is perhaps 
the entire range of human history from 
Palacolihie times 1 the evens 

‘A-common denominator of propio 
For all oF them would be simply abun 
tnd equal opportunites, under such 
uneven conditions would. mean per 
petuation of inequality, The Cont 


‘THE CHALLENGE OF 
DIVERSITY 

tation of India fas, therefore, 
‘enjoined “upon the State, through is 
Directive Principles of the State 
Policy 10 offer special opportunities 
to the weaker and underdeveloped 
sections ofthe than Nation and make 
special efforts for their welfge and 
progress. This polly, which has been 
so Tithfully implemented through all 
the Five-Year Plans, is mo where 50 
clearly defined as in the case of tribal 
welt, 

There are two basic implications of 
this policy. The first implication Is 
that due to their extreme economic 
buchwardacs, there has been compa. 
atively higher provision for the teibal 
people in all the three planss Like 
fny_ other people th tribal people are 
entitled for the benefit of planned 
development but in addition to it they 
feceive special teaiment from the 
State, especially with — respect to 
<ssonomie and educational programmes 
‘The orthodox esonomic principle of 
investment for higher returns” has 
ten rut out in this case, For the 
huge "* investments” inthis sphere 
the “return” aimed at hasbeen the 
Allvound progres ofthe tribal people 
This aspect of the policy fs f00 clear 
to roqguite further elucidation, 


The sccond plication of this poliey 
isina sphere which is more detent and 
tehich Vs yt struggling to take a shape. 
The tribal people are not only cao) 
cally bckwaed, they reals eulturaly 
Aitforent. They have hiferent set of 
values, lifer sooal ethos and the 
ids of planned progres, which are so 
Fayiliae to us and which we so naturally 
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lake for granted, have pethaps not the 
Same meaning for them. Tis. there- 
Tore, necesary fo understand the tribes 
and 10 translate our ieal of planned 


{onthe launching ‘of research pros 
ranmes vas an integrated part of 
{aba wel iis 


Research om tribal society and cule 
ture, has unfortunately Been haunted 
by. certain "stereotypes. of | pscudo- 
sentiie origin, One of these ithe 
lopsided emphasis om the comervatisn 
fof the teil people. A school of 
thought has’ ‘which has 
endowed al types tal activities with 
‘mysterious at fbutes and considers them 
asessental for the existence of the 


Should be “preserved in. their 

rity andthis belief his. een 
the greatest impadiment for the gearing 
of social sienees towards change at 
progress. "However, social scents 
are pradually Becoming alive to. the 
fact that the tribal people have 3 
immense capacity fr Changing ther 


Aull Bonds who attends » schoo! 
ora Lanja Saora who attends & hos: 
pitt disregarding the highly etalzed 
Practices of the witch doctor of his 
Society. jamps" over enturie. at one 
Stoke and his" rea with adn 
is more deasts than our Ow soe 
Te fv 

realizing thatthe teal problem the 
rapidity of ehange and aot the "cone 
ferris of the tebe. “Ta cbange. 
Bec is rapid and” dra nels 
10 rope planned and sceialy 
uid The pct "oF eplmed 
‘Shang which in the post has comple 
exterminated. "any vital am we 
fees ike the "Andaman “Islanders 
Nt Tastiians, shout prop. To 
‘pply‘owr minds to the grolem 


‘One ofthe main defects in our uner- 
standing of tribal people has been our 
Inabiity to Tocate what is oF waiveral 


salve im theie culture, Inthe past 
people with a superior military orga: 
into Wot inion every other 
Fespect, have to dominate 
‘Over people who had a much beter 
a of ing Ted fechas 
[pradually taken the place of military 
‘Srganization though both are incom 
parably diferent. Our society, Which 
by" virtue of is superior technology. 
dominant over the teal society his 
Sot heen able to appreciate the laters 
Sires which Ht tacks. And it 
In'pecause we have not Been able 10 
reveive what best im them, we have 
fnot heen abl to give what is bes in us. 
eahould be one ofthe aims of research 
to chalk outa scheme of give and take 
to the onuteal benefit of both, thus 
‘himately working out a process of 
healthy integration. 


Aes no knows Tai contrasts seon= 
BE Se tr mee, her 
Faavonsips ave gradually becoming 
Sommercalined and’ where the nest 
oor" neighbour remit a 


‘much more difielt than’ making 
the tia! people toadopt modern tech 
fangs. Research in this direction Is 
ye make a hepianing. 


The problems, therefore, which face 
Toibal Welfare and. Research ate not 
eoblems coafined Wo thei respective 
{ They are the problems of 
he" cove mation anda challange to 
four “principle of equality. We have 
a mact thie challange iF we are to 


K. MONAPAIIA 


What 1s dance? 


ance isthe over! expression of 
‘motional energy BY means of 
systematised muscular movement 
‘There ate eeritin emotional experi- 
ene whieh transcend the normal modes 
Sf expression, The purpose of dance 
{s 10 ive symbolical expression te 
‘hese experiences 


Two broad varies 

Dace may be performed for the 
sake of its eMact upon the dancer 
himself or for the sake of its effet 
upon the onlooker, In the former 
fave it functions as a Form of auto: 
litorication. The dancer does not 
always consciously employ his mov 
tents to achieve this ebjective, mostly 
it comes as tn incidental result 
The purposes in this type of dance may 
be divided roughly into simple play 
sex. stimulation, the production of 
religious or other ecstasy and escape 
from emotional stess. Tribal dance 
helongs to this category 


Role of Dance in Prinvive Societies 

In primitive society dancing is 
integrally connected with every phase 
sfactivity. The advance ofevilization 


TRIBAL DANCE—ITS NATURE 
AND FUNCTION, 


lo 50 largely displaced the necessity fr 
slancing as a form of self-expression 
fand autovintoxiation that we have 
to twin to primitive societies to dis 
cover its real value, Among primitive 
ren the aseription of super-aaturality 
to the phenomena of nature gave rise 
to the "eslebrations of every event of 
significance in the life cycle of the 
Individual and of the. group_as an 
Affairs of ritual as well as of social 
‘ovement, These “celebrations were 
fioquently avcompanied by the ritual 
‘of protection or dedication as well 
ty by ceremonies of purely nba 
significance and personal expresions 
ff joy o rie. That these tes should 
have found form in dunes i entirely 
logical, for even the most natural 
movements, when cked by intense 
Feetng, assume larger dimensions and 
Stronger streses and, asthe out- 
arowth of « partiular purpose instead 
‘of merely generic etctement, sip 
‘aaurally in ehythm and orm, 


‘mall primitive danees music of some 
sort is am inseparable feature. It is 
employed by the dancers themselves, 
either in the form of elinking oma 
ments or of clapping and stamping 
‘waocent the rhythm ofthe movements 
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Frequently singing isadded to intensify 
the expresion of feeling oF even 10 
tell story. These and other methods 
ate employed also by the onlookers 
tsa vicarious participation inthe dane, 
Jn ity natural form this usie in 
essentially shythmie and noa-melodi, 


Tribal Dance Is Composite fw Nanwe 

1k is diMieuk to make any naerow 
Aivisions in the dances between those 
which ae religious und those which are 
social and occupational, for the lines 
are apparenily loosely drawn in the 
minds of the men themselves. Their 
hie concerns are the problems of 
maintenance and increase, and these 
Prompted their dances as well. Agri- 
culture occupies a large shate oftheir 
attention and makes a basis for the 
mimetic dances of daily activity which 
sre a popular source of enteriainment. 
But the mystery of growing things ine 
volves magie and religion, and serie 
tural fertility relates itself at once to 
sex. Ics equally a problem to separate 
those dances which affect the individual 
from those that aflet the group, for 
there is an inevitable efieet upon the 
individual even in a dance which iy 
shieNy of group concer, and those 
dances which deal. withthe individual 
bear dreetly upon the lie ofthe group 
as well. Thus in celebrations of bith, 
healing, puberty, cicumeision, marriage 
and death the participation is simul 
taneous movements. for a common 
Purpose by other, than those imme. 
sfatly. concerned, tends to establish 
solidarity. Some danees, largely poe 
cesonal in nature, bave as theit spe. 
site objec the parading of sirength and 
the establishment of respect for autho- 
ritys but even in those designed for 
ther ends, the unifeaton of the group 


is made habitual in the mind of its 
‘members by communal dancing. The 
dancing of primitive men is by means 
‘onfined 10 special occasions, It con 
Stitutesthemajor part of his recreation, 
Whether even the purely pastime 
‘dances can be separated from ritual 
ance, however, is question: for 
the life of the savage is not divided inte 
<leuily defined periods of labour and of 
Play bu is more untied, with everything 
reluted to the io peoblem of nature 
‘ainiainance and increase, 


Ditferent Types of Dance among. Pri 
rite Tribes 


Dance and Labow Activities 


One of the most universal types of 
dancing with group significance amoag 
Primitive peoples is that which acco- 
panies tabour activites requiring 
unity of action. ‘The praetie of wore 
ing 10 rhythmic beating or chanting 
in order to achieve greater unity and 
effcieney of movements has been very 
Boneral through the centuries and is 
Widely prevalent at the present time. 


Dance und Warfare 


The dance serves a similar practical 
Durpoxe in maters of warfare. War 
dances not only constitute a popular 
form of entertainment but serve a the 
sine time to erystalize group. sol 
arity’ and, in the absence of formal 
military organization, prove 
raining and drill for actual fighting 
Inthe time of «campaign their major 
fanetion is to stimulate the waerors 
toa high pitch of courage and excite. 
ment. in which the fear of death is 
‘made to disappear from conseiousness 
as far as possible, Here, however, at 


‘TRIAL DANCE— 


fn so many other eases, there is abo 
the admixture of a strong element af 
religion or magic. 


Such dances as those just mentioned, 
in which magic is invoked 10. destroy 
antagonists, are also employed against 
loss tangible forees of opposition such 
fs drought, batrenness and pestilence 
Frequently such dances ay these take 
‘the form rather of processions than of 
dunce in the striter sense of 


Magicot Dances 


{In genera, these dances ate mimeticin 
character, for it isa eurdinal princi 
ple of ancient magic that imitation 
has a supernatueal power, The enuet- 
ment of a situation in mimicry be 
lieved to have the power to bring that 
situation into. being. Evidences of 

are found in-a great number of 
dances of diffrent sorts. In 4 
cultural dances the rain and the sun 
tre iavoked mimeticlly, and phallic 
symbols ate carve! in processions and 
dances insure fertility, 1 1 als a 
practice in hunting dances 1 affect the 
prospective prey by imitating its 
roverents. Similarly mimetie dances 
are performed. belare oF around the 
totem 0 promote the propagation 
tnd welfare of the specks, 


The faith ofthe tian these dances 
to propitiate angry deities to destroy 
hostile men oF influences. probably 
arose from his realization ofthe effet 
‘of dancing upon himself and his 
observation of its effets on others 
The question of distance from the 
objects to be affected did not enter 
into Wis consideration for the whole 
process ly in the realm ofthe enka 
and mysterious 
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Dances connected with Death 


1 natural that death should be 
surrounded by laborated rites and 
dances. Among primitive men funeral 
dances. are senctally performed. Tor 
the welfare of the departed sprit and 
for the protection of the sutvivors 
From evil inflgnces, Many. of the 
eremonials are mimetic and were 
Intended to influence the dead by 
sympathetic mage, Sometimes the 
dead man's outstanding accomplish: 
rents were reenacted for the benefit 
ff the survivors and pantomimie 
Fights and rope pultings are performed 
over his rive. The return of the 
spirit is a possibility greatly feared, 
and consequently every” precaution 
Is taken ¥0 prevent it 


Dance ond Merrie 


Marriage is cause for much dancing 
of # diffrent charncter, largely gon: 
cerning lel with sex peutices and 
Fertility. There are also. danees of 
Wwelgome 10 visitor, celebrations of 
peace, of the change of senson and of 
hhumberless other evens 


Pasuine Dances 


Pastime dancers are largely mimetic 
snd except for those which are designed 
for sexual stimulation usually recount 
past exporionces or look forward 
uture ones in bale, the hunt of ot 

daily prutses. Among warlike peoples 
the war dance isthe chief 
amusement. The Dahomns almost 
lvariahly introduce a representation, 
The routine occupations. whatever 
they maybe. are the bass for 
pantomime dances. The primitive man 
Seems to take special delight aso in 
Animal dances of as areat accuracy a6 
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possible, Those dances which deat 
‘with more personal problems provide 
‘an emotional release not only for the 
dancer but through kiatesbest 
sympathy, for the onlooker as well 
and are the root of both the art dance 
fand the drama. 


Religious Dances 


Anions. activities designed primarily 
1 stimuinte rather than eleuse energy 
may be cited the production of fren 
Which has made dancing « past of the 
Practice of ‘many religious sects and 
their votaries. Priests and prophets 
of many tribes dunce themesleves 
ito delirium in order to. induce pose. 
Ssion by their particular deities, and in 
these states of frenzy deliver. their 
ormcles. Frequently” the ability 
to accomplish this type of ecstany hax 
een the test of priesthood, 


Courship Dances 


Courtship dances are iandoubsediy 
‘motivated by sex and are an almost 
universal practice, The function af 
the dance in these cases isnot only to 
sve expression to sexual impulses 
but alko to excite them, both in the 
dancer and in the onlooker. Dancing 
4 means of sexual seletion wat 
ecognized and consequently both 
attacked and defended down through 
the Middle Ages and even into mover 
times, 


1 Tribal Dance Obsence'? 


Mach bas en writen on the ob 
‘eenity of primitive dancing and it has 
ven been said that it primarily 
Sexual in intent. Evidence from many 
Barts of the world does not bear this 
‘Out. To a certain extent all dancing 


|S sexually. stimulating, but, except 
in courtship dances, this stints may 
be regarded as a by-product, Most 
‘often the movements seem to Be artist 
renderings of spontaneous actions 
resulting from some emotional state, 
Dance and Group 

As a rule a dance is performed by 
10up oF groups of people all of whom 
‘move in the same way, Solo dances 
are rare, though 101 infrequent 
there va dance leader who has specie) 
fart to play. All the able-bodied 
ladahs of the community are expected 
to take part. Usually the sexes are 
segregated, though this is by no means 
universal, but the close embrace 
cestomary in European, round dances, 
J seldom countenanced. Sometimes 
certain dances are restricted 10 one 
Tribal Dance and Cirication 

In the dancing of primitive society 
are 19 be found all the elements of the 
ance, and civilization has only modi- 
fied them without adding anything 
husic. Because tis the most elemen- 
tary medium for the expression of the 
perception of fe. it is natural 
that it as declined ia socal importance 
with the growth of more intelectual 
means of expression, AS matter of 
fact its history is the history of this 
ectine in every direction except that 
of art. The survivals, however are 
‘numerous even in contemporary 
practice. Especially in religion has 
the dance retained its place 10 large 
‘extent, This struc ia both eastern and 
western religions except those which 
hve grown out of the Reformation 


ciel Notes on Tribal Dances of Orissa 
All the primitive tribes of Orissa 
hhave their specific patterns of dancing, 


TRIBAL DANCE: 


ateing has considerably. deteriorated 
among the tribes who have come into 
‘lose cantaet with outsiders, such a the 
Gonds of Sambalpur and Sundargars 
the Kandhs of Cuttack and Puri and 
the plain Juangs of Dhenkansl 


Brief notes on the dances of some of 
‘the most important primitive tribes. of 
(Orissa are given below 


ond 


‘Among the Gonds of Koraput dance 
|s_practised throughout the years 
Besides this, canoes are performed on 
special communal —ogeasions. tke 
Imarsiage, ‘The boys dress themselves 
with colourful coats and turbans 
luring the dunes, The turbans. are 
‘adored’ with “vowrie™ shells and the 
oats are adorned. with small pieces 
fof mirtor, The girls are dressed in 
hhandvoven sarees and siloer orsaments 


‘A dancing group is ordinarily formed 
with 20 to" 30 persons of both sexes 
‘aly unmarvied boys and girl partic 
pate inthe dunce. The musica instrve 
ments are played on by boys. Two 
hoys lead the danee with wooden, 
drums. The girls dance in circles with 
imple steps of one and Wo, very 
‘often bending theit bodies forward. 
The steppings of the boys are more 
varied and complicated, 


Kowa 


Dance among the Koyas is richly 
varied and complicated. The most 
Important ovcasion for dancing i the 
‘worship of the mother goddess in the 
month of Chaitra. Ordinarily oth boys 
and girls participate in dancing. but 
the girs are more conspicuous 
However in this festival only ink 
Durticpate 
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During the dance, the eit keep 
rythm by beating sticks onthe ground, 
‘which are fited with small bells. 
Dance groups are formed with about 
3M) to $0 persons. The most conspi- 
‘evous movement about Koya dance 
Is the complicated winding and unvin- 
ding of viele formed by sts 


Gadaba 


Gidaba dancing 3s performed by 
women who wear the famous *Keranga 
sarees and have their distnetve. hair 
style, The men play the mysical 
instruments, Chaita and Paust are 
the dancing seasons 


The Gada women dae sei 
circles with steps oF three and four 
Which they gradually change to eight 
‘The body is often bent forward, Ver) 
Skitna moves are male on the heels 


Kandh 


The Kandh dances are mostly con 
fined to unmarried boys and girls 
and fie mining of the sexes are allowed 
luring dances, The dances are per: 
Formed especitly when the boys oF 
rls of one village visit another village 
Dance forms an item in the daly 
routine of the Kandl when the boys 
find gins in their dormitories meot 
ifr the day's tol 


No. instrument is played upon 
during the dance of the Kandhs of 
Koraput. The girls dance in lines 
tnd the boys dance in. behind and 
in front of them, The dance of the 
Phulbasi Kandhs is more colourtul 
The girls wear sarees in two pieces and 
ranges om their ankles. They dance in 
rows, facing rows of boys who sit 

songs aad play on handdrums. The 
Songs play avery important part in 
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the dance, Special dances are perfor. ies in schools and colleges just Hike 
med during ‘ullalo steric, Sports and other recretional uti 

vites.. The atitude of the educational : 
authorities towards dance und: musi 
should undereo a radical trunsfer- 
Imation to make this possible 


These brief notes. are given 16 
convey a general idea about tribe, 
dance. Tes not_ proposed to give a 
araphie picture of the tribal danees of 


Orissa which may be the subject-matter There should be considerable theo 
‘of futher study and esearch, These riteal research on tribal dance, This 
holes are only meant to provide a research should not be confined 0 
background for such study the dance formsalonebut should cover 
An wider area touching »sociologica 

Sogestion and psychological aspects, Research 


Fellowships should. be created 
Jn the Departments of Anthropology 
tnd Paychology for this purpose 


AAs has been indicated above tribal 
ddanees are mostly aot meant or 
exhibition but for social _ participation 
And autovintoxication, Therefore, the Centre of training should be estar 
best method of their preservation and dished with experienced tribal dangers 
Propagation ito adoptit as comnion and expert dancing teachers to impart 
‘mode of recreation by the boys and training in tribal dance, 


DOM EXPLOITATION IN THE KONDMA VILLAGES OF KORAPUT DIST. 23 


fase, the Doms raped a Kondh gn 


Department for cultivating patches of 


from a local Tair. A. few of her land. in reserve forests, to police 
felatives tried to save her, but the Doms people for distilling liquor and 
threatened them with stealing away gocasionaly to school teachers and to 
lauers’ possessions. They raped het, Sarpanches, 


seduced her and snatched away all 


hor gold omaments ‘The following table gives & quantie 


lative picture of the 86 cases of 
exploitation. 


(6 Bribes und fines are also paid 0 
the ‘Government people of Forest, 
Tame | 


able showing various types of exploitation othe Kons by Governmental 
“nd mondrovernmental agencies 


No, Types of exploitation No, of eases Paresntage 
1 Stealing an forebly aking avay crops, cate 4s 23 
und other valuables, J 
2 Cheating by Forest Department andy the sm 
Pais pop 
3 heating in barter and busines ws 
4 Land enerouchent 9 10s 
5. Exploitation by Mining peopl 2 4 
6) Rape and seduction a) 


Deductng seventeen eases (serial 
Nos. 2 and $) of exploitation by 


casos (523 por cent) are of “highway 
fobbery” type, while the frequeney 


Government agoacies itis seen that 
the rest sixty-nine cies are done by 
the Doms. To put it in more concrete 
terms, about 20 per cent of the ex 
ploitation cases are related to Govern 
imental agencies, while in 80. per 
‘ent cases the Doms are found to be 
the culprits. More than half of the 
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OF raps cases is very nepligibl, i.e. 
2 per ent 
Dom Exploitation 

In both Lasimpur and Kumbhikota 
areas, Doms were found to be the 
Chief exploiters. The people around 
Laximpuracea file advanced esing 
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come in contact with the modern 
people, and they are not easily chewted 
bby Doms. On the othor extreme the 
Kondhs inhabiting rocky terrains in 
Kumbhikots areas are more fable to 
fall a prey to explotations,-Kumnbhi- 
ota, village with Dom families 
rumbering more than sixty isthe 
entre of such exploitations. ‘The 
Doms of this village not only exploit 
the Kondhs of thelt own village, but 
extent their grip to the neighbouring 
villages. The villages around Kumbhi= 
Kota constitute the areas of their 
‘operation and they pay frequent trips 
fo such villages for scaling catle and 
‘other things. Various kinds of Dom 
exploitation are described in the 
following pages, 


(1) Land Enehroacoment—A wide ult 
‘of diflerence is noticed between the 
amount of land the Kondhs ownin 
the settlement records. and their actual 
Jand holdings at present. In setlement 
records some Kondhs are found to 
pposess more than twenty acres of 
land, and they are also paying land 
revenue accordingly, every year. But 
Personal interview reveals the fact 
that most of their best plots of and 
have been taken away by Dom Sahukars 
‘on mortgage, by foros, of by any 
other unfair means, 'n some as 
the Doms have bribed the settlement 
People and made the records in their 
‘name, but in most eases the teansfer 
land is an oral aft, ie, «verbal 
‘contract between the ‘owner of the 
land and the Sahukar. The land of 
the Kondhs are transferred. the 
‘ownership of the Doms inthe following, 
ways 


(@) When 4 Kondh borrows money 
From a Dom, the latter lends him money. 


With the contrat that the Kondh has 
to pay the loan in terms of grains in 
the next harvest. ‘The interest for 
sch loans is almost cent per cent 
Tm ease the crop falls in the ensuing 
year and the debior fails to pay off 
his Yoans, the Sahukar extorts- more 
‘tops with multiple interest towards 
his principal 


Tithe tong run, the Jown inereases 
fo such heavy amount that the 
Kondh is fora! (o surrender some of 
his paddy: plots to the Sthukar on 
mortgage for ten to twenty. years 
The Sahu takes « thumb impression 
from the Kondh ina handnote in 
which he befools the Kondh by 
Increasing the amount of loan actualy 
advanced and by lengthening the actual 
Potiod of mortgage. Being iterate 
the Kondh cannot know the treachery 
Played by the Dom and he gives his 
thumb impression believing» in the 
latter's honesty 

() Money and crops are alo lent 
fo the Kondhs on the condition of 
land mortgage. To meet the expenses 
of important ite crises a Kondh is 
‘often forced to give one of his plots 
fon mortgage for money or erops 


(©) Under acute hardships, » Kona 
may find no way ot except selling 
4 pee of his land 


(0A Kondh is at times provided 
with liquor by & Dom on esremonil 
foceasions and when the former is 
heavily drunk, the Dom takes a 
thumb impression fom hin regarding 
selling out sone land on fale pretext. 


() The land of a Kondh who dies 
without leaving any successor is often 
aimed by a Dom to be his land on the 
pretext that the deceased incurred 
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heavy loans of money from him and 
had mortgaged the land towards the 
loans, In such cases, the Dom shows 
falue dacurnents and cheats the relatives 
of the deceased. 


2) Cheating in Barter and Markete 
‘ing—(a) Kondhs are not experts in 
marketing. Whenever a Kondh wants 
to gall his cattle he takes the help of 
1 Dom sho goes to the market, selle 
the cattle on the formers behalf and 
pays him the money. In some cases, 
the Doms may sll the eaite but do not 
‘are to pay the money to Kondhs 
‘mspite ofthe laters’ frequent begging. 


(8) A Dom may force a Kondh to 
sive away his big bullock or buffalo 
in exchange for 2 small one. If the 
‘Kondh denies the Dom may threaten 
him of stealing away his cattle. 

(e) Afer the harvest, the Doms 
visit Kondh villages with clothes and 
Utensils for sale. They charge high 
prices for the things and take crops 
big measures. Dom ladies also wander 
Irom village to village with dried-fsb, 
molsse and other eatables and sell 
these things for cops 


(2) Demanding Crops after Harvest 
At the harvesting season, groups of 
Doms numbering ten to twenty move 
to the threshing loor of the Kondhs 
and demand a major share of the 
harvest, They do not get satisfied with 
the amount given 10 them by the 
Kondhs ‘on their own accord and 
always erave for bigger shares. If a 
Kondh declines to give so. much of 
top the Doms may threaten him 10 
Meal his possessions. It is really a 
piliable scene to see how a Kondh 
feck miserable amidst a group of 
Doms who demand more than half 
of his harvest 


(8) Stealing crops, catle and other 
valuables—Very often, cattle are stolen 
from the Kendhs' cowsheds or are 
ound missing in the forest. A ite 
inguiry of the matter even that 
‘the Domis seal cathe and sell them in 
distant market places or slaughter 
for meat in the forest. Remains of 
meat, bloodssiains on the earth, 
charred bone pieces of the slaughtered 

imal and ashes of the cooking 
fire are traced in secluded parts of 
the forest indicating the feasting 
‘round of the Doms. 


Cattle are also. stolen away after 
siving prior notice to the owners. 
‘The Doms may demand some money, 
crops or 4 cow from « Kondh as 
if. If the Kondh refuses to give 
anything the Doms threaten him and 
steal his cattle, 


(5) “Higineay Robbery”—The Doms 
re ako not afraid of forcibly taking 
‘evay things from Kondhs in broad day 
light. “A Dom may ask for a cow or 
bllock from a Kondh and any refusal 
to this rosuts in taking away the 
cattle from the Kondh’s cowshed, by 
force. Similarly, failing to persuade 

Kondh to give paddy or other grains 
{Dom might break into his house and 


(6) Rape and Seduetion-—A rape ease 
collsted during the investigation shows 
tow a group of Doms raped a Kondh 
fit from er frieds ina fair and 
plundered all ber gold omaments, 
The case was 10 the refered police- 
sation, bat in the meanwhile, the 
{cused bribed the policeman.” The 
policeman pleaded in favour of the 
‘Doms and threatened the gir’ father 
for fabely accusing the Doms, The 
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{ins father sold one of his butTaloes 
And paid Rs. 100 and a chicken (othe 
policemen. 


‘The type of exploitation in Kumbhi- 
ota area is diferent from that in 
axmipur area. The tribals bordering 
Laxmipur are eloserto educated people 
land are clever than those living in 
intrior villages, Besides, there is & 
police-sation in Laxmipur which puts 
some check to wreckless exploitation, 
Hence, cases of stealing eatle and erops 
and forcibly taking aviay things from 
the tribals ate extremely rare in this 
area, The chief type of exploitation 
here, is land encroachment by 
ceuning tricks. 


Acquiring the land of the tribals is 
‘not $0 common in Kumbhikots ates 
where the tribals are mainly shifting 
cultivators and they have a few or no 
irrigated paddy plots to be mortgaged 
forsold. Hence, the “highway robbery” 
form of stealing things by force and 
threatening is the chei? method of 
exploitation here 


Methods applied for Explotting 
Kondhs 


‘The Doms do not suddenly attack 
4 village and plunder away the 
possessions like the robbers. Their 
method of exploiting the Kondhs is 
4 gradual porcess rather than 

ntary phase of attack. fy the 
ming the Innocent and 
ignificant Kondhs of a village ure 
attacked, Since they donot have 
any’ voice in the village, they cannot 
influence or command their neighbours 
for any help. Even if the neighbour, 
sce a villager being robbed by Doms 
they get frightened and apprehending 
such attacks in futuce.on them they shut 


their doors and keep inside, a 
few of them might oppose in mild tone 
‘of protest, but Doms pay no heed to 


Besides keeping the insignfcany 
Persons in view as thelr angst of 
attack, the Doms aso ty to please the 
important Kondhs of the village by 
providing then with quot on eeree 
‘monial occasions, By giving liquor 
o create temporary faith and friendly 
felations the Doms may take thumb 
impressions from the Kondhs. when 
they are ina. stale of drunkenness, 


Why Kondhy are the targer of Bee 
ploitation 


‘Why Kondhs aro the only targets for 
Dom expioitation requires litle 
onvledge of their personality struc 
ture. Simplicity of charkcter, ine 
sccesiblity of the tract they inhabit 
snd their ilteraey make them docile 
And timid. Occupying the innermost 
parts of hills and forests, the Kondhs 
lead a life of their own which is Treo 
from complicacies of modern’ life, 
Since they donot come in frequent 
zontact-with the modem people, they 
have developed a strange (eur towards 
them. Doms are the only nonsteialy 
‘sth whom the Kondts generally live, 
The latter are believed t0 retin much 
power and authority by virtue of 
Which they can command the Kendhs 
to obey them. Such feeling has been 
$0 deep rooted in the mind of the 
Kondhs from the thne of the Raja's 
reign that IC i dificult 10 root it out 
The Rajas invested the power on 
Doms to collect taxes from the Kondhs. 
In the days of Brith rule the 
converted Doms. were gelting ample 
Support from the missionaries "to 
Alefend themselves in spite of yariou, 


rh 
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nuisances committed by them. All 
these led to createa state of mind in 
the Kondh who developed » maniac 
fear towards the Doms. 


“The Kondhs are honest and trot 
‘They rarely doubt the activites of 
the Doms inspite of the tatters’ trea- 
chery, ‘They never make attempts 10 
{do positive harm 10 anybody even 
it they are provoked to do so. They 
tse truth in the sense that they 
do not tell ies and thereby make any 
attempt to falsify the truth of a situa 
tion, The Doms, on the other hand, 
are very crooked. From their very 
childhood, the Dom boys are taught 
by their parents to live upos the 
fruits of others’ labour. In wilage 
fone can find a Dom boy beating a 
‘roup of Kondh children, but the 
latter having no courage 10 defend 
themselies. The Doms apprehend the 
anger of the spread of education 
famong Kondh children. They thus 
sive misleading ideas about modern 
‘education and persuade the Kondhs 
ot to send their chiliren 10 schools 


‘The Kondhs have been the constaot 
sufferers and have lst their courage 
of protesting against the capricious 
‘whims ofthe Doms. When 4 Kondh's 
cattle oF ctops are plundered by 
Dom his neighbours donot like 10 
Protest and pick up quarrels with the 
Dom, as it woukl eritate him and 
‘tempt him to repeat the work agsin 
in future, 


‘They ako do not tun the risk of 
Ahk to ah wit the Dorn who 
dg not hesitate to go to the extent of 
murdering their rivals. 


Remedies 

As evident from the above deserip- 
‘ons, itis not an easy matter to save 
the "Kondhs from the dangers they 
are facing in their daily life. To free 
‘hem from various explotations 
sincere and. prolonged attempts. by 
honest workers are eeesary, Fave 
‘ation should be given supreme impor- 
tance, because ules the Kondhs get 
‘education and unless they realize 
their own problems itis very dificult 
Yoawaken them. Its sure that when 
they get edocated. they can betler 
understand their difficulties and find 
out means to cradicate these by 
‘heir own efforts, 


In onder to put a check to the 
sariows Dom exploitations drastic 
steps should be undertaken to punish 
the bona fide Dom culprits. They 
should be settled in separate colonies 
and kept under constant watching and 
‘supervision. Am honest and. sincere 
‘man should be employed to supervise 
the various activities of these Doms. 


Immediate measures should be 
undertaken to raise the poor economic 
standard of the Knodhs, Indeb= 
tedness is clog for their development, 
They inhabit the rocky mountain 
‘areas and live hand to mouth, de- 
pending mainly on shifting cultivation, 
They have few or no patches of 
frrigated paddy plots situated 
fear the stream beds, but good 
umber of such plots have been 
tactfully captured by the clever non 
‘ribals. Shifting cultivation, the 
primary method of their agriculture, 
is not only a toilsome affair, but is 
the most unreliable as the harvest 
Sepends on timely rain and other 
favourable climatie conditions. 
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Constant crop failures or the scanty 
crops harvested from shifting cultivation 
hardly feed a Kondh for the whole 
year. Besides, a Kondh may require 
{lump sum of money and crops for 
marriage. To meet these demands 
fhe has to incur heavy loans and there- 
bby un into indebtedness. Indeb- 
‘edocs consequently opeas door for 
exploitation in forms of land enceoach- 
‘ment, losing cattle and crops and 
engaging in Got! work, te. To pet 
4 check to these problems immediate 
‘eps should be undertaken to bring 
‘back the lost land of the Kondhs from 
the ownership of the noa-tibal. 
Loans of money, paddy and other 
trains may be advanced 10 the Kondhs 
Uhrough the Grama Panchayats 


moderate rates of interest, to save 
them from paying volimited amount 
to the local lenders. I is important 
© note that most of the Panchayat 
People are nonribals and they 
Aeliberately make delay in giving loan 
tothetribals as this conflicts withtheir 
‘own interest. Strict steps should be 
undertaken 0 eradicate evils, from 
this level, and the Government may 
lend money or crops to the tribals 
bby Keeping their land in mortgage, 


This matter should be given foremost 
consideration, because unless the Konds 
stand on good economic footing 
and unless they are able to feed and 
clothe themscives properly it is very 
dificult tosave them from exploitation. 


SUAGIRATIN CHOUDHURY 


‘The hill Suoras who are commonly 
known as Lanjia Suoras and also 
Malus Saoras, constitute the most 
primitive section of the great Stora 
‘Tribe in Orisa, They are widely 
distributed in the Ageney tracts of 
Ganjam and Koraput distriets. In 
spite of sustained activities of the 
Cristian missionaries during the 
last forty years or so, attempts of 
the Government to provide special 
Provisions for their upliftment and 
‘occasional migrations as. labourer 
in teepardens in Assam, the hill Saoras 
havo remained ina very primitive 
condition far away ftom the touch of 
‘modern civilisation. Only a few of 
them have been converted to Christa 
nity, The rest have retained. their 
customs and practices intact. They 
speak a dialect belonging to the 
Mundari faily of the Austrosasati 
languages and very few can speak ny 
other language 


‘They are primarily. shifting cult 
vators, although, wot cultivation is 
also resorted. to in_ terraced fields 
‘whenever available. The hilly forests 
provide them with varieties of ible 
foots, fruits and animals for hunting 


DORIPUR-A MAGICO- 
RELIGIOUS CEREMONY FOR 
‘CURING FEVER AMONG: 

THE HILL SAORAS. 


to supploment their dietary requires 
‘ments. Liquor is obtained from the 
‘mohus and sago-palm trees. The pety 
tradrs belonging. tw Dom community 
visit the Saora villages with the articles 
of daily ws0 for barter. 


Like many other primitive wibes 
they attribute the causes of natural 
calamities, diseases and unnatural 
seaths tothe deities, dead ancestors 
land soreery. The deities and the dead 
ancestors, who are supposed to be in 
Seareh of food and drink inthe undet~ 
‘world are watchful about the negligence 
fand wrongdoings of the people and 
bring about diseases and other troubles. 
Thus diseases are believed to be caused 
spiritually and are treated spiritually 
tccording (o established procedure of 
diagnosis and sacrifice. "The ceremony 
‘of "Doriput” deseibed here is one of 
the magico-eligious rites for curing 
fever. In tho month of Apyil 1963, this, 
ceremony was celebrated in the village 
Janglangal of Gurnma Panchayat Samith 
in Ganjam district. 1s typical Saora 
lage surrounded by ils on all 
ides. There are. altogsther twenty 
families out of which seven families 
Christian converts since 1959 
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Diagnosis 
Suku Mandal of the village has two 
Wives who are the sistery of 
Villager, Upi Stora by name, He 
has five ehildren through them. Both 
the wives and all the children were 
sulering from fever one after another 
On two previous oscasions Suku 
‘aud consulted the village shaman aud 
sacrificed a fowl anda pigto Dorie 
sunum (the god of the cattle. grazers 
ho brings fever to the people). Lastly 
the youngest son of the junior wife 
sulted severely. This necessitated 
Aiagnosis by u shaman, On the ninth 
Alay of Apeil 1963, the fist wife 
Fequested the village shaman to 
diagnose the cause of the sickness 
The shaman expressing his anety, 
enquired. very seriously and sym 
pathetically about the ailing persons 
tnd atonce sat down for diagnosis with 
the help of awinnowing fan and the 
Fice brought by Suku’s wife. A wick 
was lighted. “The shaman holding 
the wick in his IeM hand, rubbed rice 
rains round and round with ineantar 
tions to. invoke the deities, ancestors 
and his tatelary to locate the agent 
of sioknesy and to. determine the 
sacrifices required, Being _possesed 
bby his tutelary, his hand got stuck to 
the winnowing-fan and “Suku's wife 
‘had to apply much strength to detach 
‘Then the shaman became the 
vehicle of his cutolary and informed 
fer that. Dorisunum was responsible 
foc the sickness. When enquired about 
the remedy, he roadilypreseribed 
Ihe ceremonial saciice of bul 


Ceremony 


Suku at once arranged all the arte 
les required for the it. He consulted 
the Gamang (the secular head of the 


village) and village elders and decided 
“o perform the ceremony om the 15th 
April, 1963 


Rite in she Courtyard—At- about 
BA. Mt the ceremony was started 
In feont of Suku's house, A new 
‘earthen pot containing rice, sa, 
‘onion and chill; winnowing- 
fan contining three basket of rive 
(about (0 kg.) brass, a ing, a bow 
with arrows, 0 featcup filed up with, 
‘medicinal Bullet and & eal hat were 
placed on the ground and two bamboo 
splits were placed in front of Suku’s 
ailing wives and children who. were 
siting in a row facing the shaman, 
Fight leaf cups were. then prepared 
and spread onthe ground by'the shaman 

The commencement of the ceremony 
was then marked” by the beating of 
the drum by Soku and rectal of 
Incantation and offering of wine in 
the leaf cups by the shaman to deities 
and ancestors. Then he threw rice 
In four directions and” upon the 
patients, A wick was fighted. He 
put on the leat hat, picked up the bow 
and arrow while calling the dead and 
Weiss hogan to dance to. the 
accompaniment of beating of the drum, 
e picked! up the *bullets' one by one 
fom the tip of his arow, shot them in 
four diretions, then at the buffalo 
‘and also at each patient ater heating 
them in the fame of the lamp. Then 
the shaman picked up the bamboo 
splits and heated them Jn the flame 
‘of the wick, While dancing he 
Invoked Turkadora (servant ot Dorie 
sunuin) to accept the "combs" as hig 
presentation. He combed the head of 
each patient for theee times, ‘Then 
holding. the earthen pot containing 
chilies, salt and onion, he called ot 
Dorisunm saying: 
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Lam offering you rice, salt, chili, 
ttc, and going to sacrifice a buffalo 
to you, You take these and prepare 
{Your meal near a water source.” 


‘Then he moved the pot over the 
head of each patient with a prayer 
for their recovery. 


Rite Inside the Howse—After the 
conclusion of the rites in the courte 
yard, the shaman conoucted another 
fite "inside the howe. Two leaf 
‘uph containing fice, another cup 
With chil, salt and onion and a basket- 
ful of rice covered with a new cloth, 
were pluced near the mortar. A wick 
was also lighted . In the meantime, 
the eldest son of Suku brought the 
hhsry tip of the sacrificial buffalo's 

il nd handed it over to the shaman. 
‘The shaman then invoked the deities 
fand offered wine to them. Reciting 
spells he singed the til of the buffalo. 
‘He mixed the ashes with rice and thres 
them upon the. sick persons. The 
‘venue of the ceremony was then shifted 
to the outskins of the village 


Rite the outskirts of the village— 
‘At the entrance of the village, the 
‘shaman arranged his altar under a 
Mohua tree. Some women at 2 short 
distance were seen busy in preparing 
Ihearths and. carrying water for coo 
ing the feast, while several others 
sat down 10 stitch leafcups. Near 
thealter two women were engaged in 
‘cooking the food separately for the 
Aeities. Several young. men gathered 
funder another treet kill the sari- 
ficlt animal, which was dragged to 
‘that place 


Secrifice of buffalo and ditribution 
of meat—Killing of buffalo by the 
Sora is a pathetic sight to. new 
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visitors, The mode of killing which 
F saw in several villages revealed 
the Saom's Konwledge in. buffalo 
sanatomy. With the blunt end of an 
faxe a single blow was administered 
to the joint of the head and the 
vertebral column, The animal making 
Pitiable noise crumpled down, and 
another person pierced the heart with 
4 long thin knife to et out blood, 
Although the animal was still groaning 
lander such orture, one person cut 
‘down the horns with an axe and others 
started skinning. When the skinning 
‘vas over, the blood discharged from 
the heart was collected in a pot 


‘A.cup of blood, front leg and the 
head were handed over to the shaman, 
‘who placed these near the altar. TWO 
legs and one-third of the lung, heart, 
and liver were taken by the owner. 
‘A small quantity of flesh and the rest 
‘of the lung, heart and liver were given 
{or preparing the food for the deities 
‘and deads. One leg, the entrails and 
Some strips of flesh were given for 
feasting at the spot. The remaining 
‘quantity of the bufflalo's mest was 
<istributed equally among the families 
‘who contributed rice for the feast and 
participatedin theceremony. 


Preparation of Food—Following 
items of food forthe feast and for the 
worship were prepared. separately: 


(@) Rice and millet mised together 
were boiled in Water to propare a 
porridge. 


(8) Flesh mixed with rice was boiled 
finweater. 


f) Some portions of tung, liver 
‘mised wih sseflowt Were 
“th bod nd Water 
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(d) Flesh being added with salt 


chilli and turmeric was boiled in water. 


(©) Some portions of liver, lung 
land the heart were roasted in burning 
amber, 


After cooking, there was the im- 
Portant ask of culting the boiled 
Mesh into pieces for distribution 


The Worship—In the meantime, the 
shaman invoked the dietey 
the ancestors and offered wine 
1nd rice mixed with the blood of 
the buffalo, Then he himself began 
to beat the drum, slowly at frst and 
then more rapidly and prayed the 
‘eitcs, especially to Doeisuauim, 10 
‘cept the food to bring health 
happiness to the family and also to 
the village. While reiting spells he 
Poured water on the head of each 
patient. Different items of cooked 
ood were handed over to the shaman 
‘After invoking the dead snd the deities, 
te offered these items along vith 
After this he himself took wine and 
went on calling the ancestors and the 
deities and passed into a trance. He 
bbecamee possessed by a number of 
Aeites and dead ancestors. The long 
conversation, whieh took place 
between the’ audience on the one 
hhand and the shaman acting as the 
vehicle of the unseen powers on the 
other is briely noted below: 


Turkadora, the servant of Dori 
sunum came first and it was 
declared that he sucked the forehead, 
neck, back, hands, legs and great toes 
‘of each patient. The earthen pot 
conttining rice, onion, chil, salt nd 
Mesh of the bulfalo was offered to him. 
‘He wanted his stick, which was at 


‘once given. Holding the stick with 
his right hand and keeping the pot 
‘on the head, the shaman acted as if 
walking with hese materials for 
Dorisunum, his master, Then he was 
posessed by another servant of 
Dorisunum and informed about the 
arrival of his master. He asked for 
water 10 drink and went away. 


‘After this Dorisunum himself came 
and demanded “Why you first gave 
ime a fow! and then a pig but “not 
4 buffalo at the first instance, Do 
you know that Tyas in need of 
buffalo for my cultivation. When you 
did not comply with my demand for 
buffalo, 1 attacked most of the 
members of the family", To. coo} 
down his anger all persons siting by 
his side flattered him, and offered Wine 
with great care and devotion. Suku, 
the head of the family celcbrating the 
rites, comveyed him the dlificulis 
the had to undergo to get a buffalo on 
credit. When the buffalo was avai- 
lable, it vas possible on his part to 
offer it 10 him. Dorisunum demanded 
cloth, When a cloth was handed over 
to him, he exchiimed “This is not 
' good cloth and you are giving me 
only oe piece. What Twill say 
when my daughter will ask for one ? 
Take this hack and get two nice pieces 
immediately.” Suku immediately 
replied,"I have given you a nice. cloth, 
but youconsideredittobebad, Please 
be satisied with it. If dissatisied 


‘come with me to my home and select 


‘The shaman representing Dorisunum, 
ot up and put on the cloth and sat 
down and said to Suku, “You promise 
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to ive another bulfalo after he reeo~ 
very of your wives and. children” 
Suku replied, “Please help me to har 
vest a good ctop s0 that T would be 
able to give one”. Dorisunum asked 
for wine which was at once given and 
‘went away. There was silence and 
everybody had some palm wine 


Then the shaman was visited by a 
series of ghosts one after another. 
Some of these ghosts came to take 
wine and food, some made fresh 
demands. for sacrifice, some of 
them warned their relatives about 
heir negligence, carelessness and 
‘reach of taboo. Most of them 
were persuaded to depart ater 
taking wine. Atlast came the ghost 
cof Indam, the last Garang of 
the villa and father of the present 
Gamang. He was offered wine imme- 
dintely. After tasting it he said “Oh, 
this palm wine is very bitter, 1 won't 
lake it. Give me Mobua liquor” 
‘At once mohwa-lquor was given 
fo him. While drinking be 
enquired about the welfare of 
the village. “He asked why they had 
‘not made the clearing for the year. 
‘The Gamang who was siting by his 
side, told how everything was going 
‘on well excepting a fe people safer 
ing from disease. He asked his son 
{olook into the welfare of the village. 
After raking wine, he went away. 


After this, the shaman rubbed his 
eyes as if waking from a heavy sleep. 
He stretched his arms and legs, spat 
fon his hands and wiped his face and 
thus broke his trance and became 
normal. Once. again, he sat down 10 
invoke the deities and deads who were 
offered wine. He removed the ring 
wor by Suku's sick som and placed 


{ton the altar, While reciting incanta- 
tons he sprinkled. water over” the 
patients. He then gave one share of 
‘fired food to each of the patients 
Wwho were required to eat it there and 
thea, 


Disiribution of Food—The different 
items of food prepared: separately 
for offering, were distributed 

‘number of shares in leafcups. 
‘The Gamang, the Mandal (assis- 
tant to Gamang) and the Buyya ws 
village officials received ten shares 
cach. The shaman (who is also the 
Buyya of the village) recieved ten 
shares of cooked food and a leg of the 
buifalo. The owner who is also the 
Mandal of the village got ten shares 
extra and the head of the buffalo 
besides his share of flesh taken earlier, 
All families who contributed rice for 
the feast, received one share each 
Then all’ who were present nour 
ar procesded towards the cooking 
place to attend the feast. When the 
seremonics were going on, several. 
persons carefully distributed the festive 
reals into a number of leaf cups, In 
the presence of Gamang, the shares 
wwere distributed at the mate of one 
shave for each member in the family. 
The vest were distributed among 
the persons present. Elderly persons 
‘got four shares each, while children 
were given only two. shares each, 
“The feast was concluded with drinking 
‘of wine at 2st 


‘Conclusion 


The most acute problem fuced by 
the Langia Saroas, inhabiting the 
inhospitable Agency tracts, is disease, 
“This has reslled in the development 
of an claborste system of mazicoe 
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therapy. ‘The consequent ceremonies 
bring heavy pressure on the Saora 
economy, This is the root cause 
of their indebledness and conversion 
to Christianity. They cannot go to 
hospital to take medicine to cure dis 
ese, because oftheir fear of offending 


ancestors and deities. However, 
their constant contact with the eon 
vetted Saoras, who visit hospital 
for treatment causes reaction in their 
‘minds, This provokes them to evade 
the indebtedness and misery by 
changing thoi Fath, 


H.C DAS 


Sunakania, a village in the district of 
Balasore, Orissa, is situated half a 
inile north of Laxman Nath Road 
Station (SE. Railway). It borders 
(Orissa and West Bengal. 1s.» multi- 
caste village with a population of 347. 
‘The table furnished below shows the 
caste composition of the village 


Name of the No. of | Population 
easte households 


Raju 2 
Kara Boo 
Gulia $ » 
Keuts 2 9 
Washerman 3 6 

Total “a om 


‘Sunakania has been subjected to the 
impact of external forces of change 
uring the past thirty years. Proximity 
‘of Dantan towa (in Midnapore district, 
West Bengal) with a good market, 


STUDY OF FACTIONS 
IN A VILLAGE 


development of communication, 
spread of education, introduction of 
Panchayati Raj, all played their part 
fn producing ;changes in economic 
‘and social spheres of the village 


The purpose of this essay is 10 give 
1 brief analytical description of the 
factions of the village, “The informal 
and loosely organised groups in mutual 
“opposition” may be called as factions. 
The villagers refer to them as ‘Parties’. 
Factions provide the field for acquiring 
prestige and influence by the leading 
villagers. These are_most obvious 
ducing weddings, village rituals and 
{in the decision of village disputes 


Ia every day lf, the role ofthe face 
tons i not significant. Members of the 
‘opposing factions mix freely, work for 
‘ech other, though the leaders of both 
‘roups do not talk to each other 


‘The village Sunakania is split into 
two opposing factions, one being tradi 
tinal and the other of recent origin, 
Factions in this village are hased on 
caste predominance. Sanatana, the 
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traditional leader belongs to Raju 
iste which forms majority in village 
population. He is illiterate but 4 
shrewd village politician. He is a 
weatthey man wellknown in the 
trea as a money-leader, For his 
balanced judgement he is invited by 
the people of other villages 10. help 
in compromising their complicated 
‘disputes. Being the leader of the 
village Panchayat he wishes all the 
village disputes in the village to be 
‘compromised, He kes the Panchayat 
Raj administation but isnot on cardial 
terms with the village Grama Panchayat 
member and the Sarpanch of Santa 
Grama Paneyhayat under which 
the village Sunakania comes. He 
describes Baikuntha, the Grama 
Panchayat member as a renowned 
btckmarketeer, He says, "being 
immoral what idealism “he will 
preach in the village, He can 
emonsirate well on  Bluckmarketing 
business. “He Is & Chairman of the 
village Upper Primary School. ‘The 
School building collapsed in the last 
syelone, Does he tey to repair i? 
‘When I was the Seeretary of the schoo 
1 t00k 10 help from anybody co thatch 
the house and to maintain the fence 
‘that surrounds the schoo! compoundé 
have promised not to look to the 
School unless Lamm appeouched by the 
areat Chairman’ 


Baikuntha Mohanty, Grama 
Panchayat, ward member ofthe Santia 
Grama Panchayat is another dominant 
personality inthe villa. His 
Faction is known as Mohanty Group. 
He is literate and clever, His 
faction is composed of Kutan, Gud 
Keuta and washermat but he is not 
ble to inflvence any person fromthe 
‘Raju Group, which forms the opposing 


faction, Baikuntha is Karan by caste 
In actual practice he has done nothing 
except setting up a tube-well nthe 
village, and that too neve his own 
house. He does not like to tolerate 
the high-handed attitude of the tradi- 
tional headman, He thinks to end 
the village cleavages. through the 
Sarapaneh, 


Sunakania men elte one dispute as 
the origin of the present factional 
Alignments in the villige,  Gouran 

8 Karan youngman belonging 10 
Mohanty Group had iMieit love with 
the wife of Chandra Sethi & washers 
‘man in the village, On the ogcasion 
of Dasahara Gouranga also took some 
meals inthe washerman's house, 
Villagers came to know about i The 
headman wanted immediate action 
against him for breaking the caste 
tuboos. A village Panchayat meeting 
was held and Gouranga was. fied 
Rs, 10, His relation with Chanda’ 
Wife was not discussed in the meeting 
‘One day Chandra found Gouranga 
With his. wife, He burst into. ory. 
Quarrel broke out between the two 
sien. Chandra hit Govranga severely. 
Two villagers rushed to the scene and 
opped. the fight. The matter was 
feferred to the hetdman who wanted 
fo get it decided soon in the presence 
cof all the family heads, The ware 
‘member of the Grama Panchayat 
wanted 10 report the ease to 
the Panchayat Office, Finally 
the ease was compromised in 
the village Panchayat. Chandra was 
boycotted for a fortnight, In. the 
inorests of preserving the caste 
superiority, the higher caste elders 
(including ' Karan) felt that severe 
Punishment was necessary, [twas 
declared. that all the village people 
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should sever their social, economic 
land ritual connestions with Chandra 
‘and his family. 


In addition to this he was required 
to pay a fineof Rs. 50. The washerman 
argued thac they could not pay the 
fin, if the village broke off economic, 
Social und ritual relations with Chandra, 
Their appeal was unsuccessful. The 
fine was not paid and the vil 
of al 
family. Chandra faced 
to maintain his fa 
dependent mainly on 
‘occupation, He owned a litle agri- 
cultural rice land, He started a lundry 
in Dantan town om share basis. He 
ow earns more money by washing 
tnd ironing clothes for town customers 
than he could ever have eared by 
the villagers. In the absence 
‘of Chandea at home her wife continued 
to maintain illicit relationship with 
Gouranga. The matter was disclosed 
by the beothers of Chandra. Before 
‘any action was taken Gouranga and 
CChandra’s wife lef the village. 


‘One year passed and Chandra fost 
all hope to get back his wife. He 
wished to marry again. A. bride 
vas arranged by his brother ina nearby 
Vilage. The tational faction under 
the Fadership of the vilage headman 
refused to allow the weding to take 
Place in the village until Chandra had 
‘id the fine levied on him las year 
Tn such a eritcal situation Chandra 
approached the Panchayat, ward 
‘member (Baikuntha) for help. He 
assured to come 10 his rewue, He 
re-esablsed economic relationship 
with Chandea and to celebrate 
the wadding peaceflly, he took the 
help of police. 


Although the case occurred year 
back, to Sunakania man it is stil one 
‘of the most important disputes bstween 
the to factions. This is Because it 
symbolises the faction leaders cctions 
Jn opposition to each others group. 
The Grama Panchayat member 
supported the washerman after the 
Village Panchayat. severed all economic 
‘and ritual relations with him. He 
says that he supported Chandra 
because he deserved sympatly and 
that there was no reason why Chandra’ 
wedding should not have been held 
in the village. He regardet this case 
fa a welcome chance 10 slow his 
‘supremacy in the village politics, 
He obviously wished to undermine 
the strong hold the beadman had over 
the village. 

Baikuntha 10 bring a permanent 
‘compromise between the two factions 
approached the Sarpanch of Santia 
Grama Panchayat. The Sarpanch 
came to the village and asked the 
ward member to inform the villagers 
to meet him. Being aware of Si 
ppanch’s coming to the vi 
the headman along with his two other 
associates left the village, Most of 
‘the household heads from the Mohanty 
Groups and a few from the headman's 
faction responded to the call of Sat= 
ppanch. Thus, Bikuntha’s efforts were 
frstrate, 

On another occasion the Mohanty 
Group wished to enact a drama in the 
village. Amateur actors came on 
request from other villages. Some of 
the amateur actors drank liquor 
fat the hack of the rehearsal house, 
‘The matter was reported to the poice 
bby a member ofthe headman’s faction 
The police frequented the village and 
threatened the persons addicated 10 
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liquor, Rehearsals for the drama 
were suspended. The headman to 
strengthen his group took the help of 
police. 


The conflict between the two Factions 
comes vp on all major issues and in 
every major dispute, but it hardly 
affects day-to-day life in the village, 
‘The Mohanty Group employs labourers 


from the headman’s faction and the 
‘thers also do vice versa. Indebted- 
nes also cuts across faction alignment. 
‘The headman is an important money: 
lender of the area, He is a shrewd 
‘and thrifty businessman. » Marriage 
ties als ewt across factional alignments, 
‘These factors ensure the bridging of 
the cleavage between the two factions 
In every day life 


‘The Saar are a tribal community 
residing in the coastal districts of 
Orissa. ‘They are supposed to form 
® pact of the great Sabar tribe where 
the Snore belong. The Stora are a 
primitive tribe, chiefly residing in the 
forests and hills of the districts of 
Ganjam and Koraput. They have 
their distinctive language and culture 
tnd possess all the characteristics of a 
primitive tribe. The Seara on the 
other hand speak Oriya and are aot 
distinguishable from their Hindu 
neighbours. They worship Hind gods 
‘and have those funetional relations 
with the Hindu society which characte- 
sive a caste 


‘The present paper sims at an analysis 
of the bodily measurements and obser- 
Vations on the Sara. The study was 
made by the author on one hundred 
fand ten adult males selected from 
villages neighbouring, Bhubaneswar 
(New Capita) im the Puri distrie, 
Orissa. The samples were collected 
from the following villages, namely, 
‘Nuapali, Sirpur, Russelgarh, Bara 
‘munda, Baragarh’'and Ghatikia. The 
‘operation was carried out from Nove- 
miber to Apel 1962. The following 
lanthropometric measurements and 
somatoscopic observations were 
registered. 


‘Skin colour; form, texture and 
‘quantity of hair, beard and moustache; 
‘opening of eye-slit together with the 
presence or absence of epicanthie fold; 
nature of eyebrows; degree of develop- 
‘ment of supra-orbital ridges; depression 
‘of nasal root and nature of nasal bridge; 
degree of development of zygomatic 
arch; degree of thickness and nature 
of eversion of lips. 


Measurements 


The following anthropometric 
measurements were taken—maximum 
hhead length, maximum head breadth, 
‘maximum frontal diameter; maximum 
biczygomatic breadth; bigonial breadth; 
‘nasal height: nasal breadth; morpho 

ature; auricular 


‘The following indices “have been 
worked out of the above measure- 
rments—Cephalic index, nasal index, 
Jength height index, ‘breadth heigh 
index and facial index. 


‘The measurements were strictly taken 
according to techniques developed by 
Wilder. For indices Martin's classi- 
fications have beea followed, However 
in this short paper it has not been 
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possible to give the clasifcation of 
indices. Therefore, only the absteact 
‘of the analysis ‘has been. presented, 


Analysis of the Somatoscopic 
Observations 


‘Skin Colour—The skin colour of each 
Of the subjects has been observed on 
‘wo different pars ofthe body, namely, 
‘on the vena side ofthe upper arm and 
fon the check, Observations are 
made mainly by eye approximation, 
According 10 descriptive terms, the 
skin colour of the majority of people 
are lightbrown t0 brown-tawny” both 
‘on the exposed and onthe unexposed 
ris of the body. Very few cases of 
deeper shades are noticed. 


Hair 


(@) Hair form—Regneding halt form 
106(96'36 per cent) persons posess low 
wavy hair. The remaining 3273 per 
ent) and 10090 per cent) have stright 
‘and wavy har, respectively, 


() Testure—The (exture of aie in 
majority of 98(89:10 percent) cases is 
fine. Only 8(7.27 percent) and 40°63, 
per cent) cases of medium and coarse 
baie were notice 


(© Quantty—tThe quantity of hair in 
majority of cases 92(863 per cen) is 
dium. The rest 8(727 per cent) 
and 10(909 per cent) are scanty and 
thick, respectively. 


‘Beard and Moustache 


In majority of eases 80(7263 per 
cont) have slight growth of beard and 
moustache. Only 262363 per cent) 
ceases of medium and (363 pet cent) 
enses of thick facial air were observed 


Bye 


(0) Nase of Eyesht—Only 1201090 
pet cent) cases with oblique eye-slits 
Wwere noted, All the other subjects 
had straight eyes, 


() Eptcamthus—In- majority of cases 
94(85'45 per cent) no epicanthic fold 
fn the eyes was found. The trace. of 
‘eplcanthi Fold was noted in 13(1181 
per cent) and moderate epicamthic fold 
in 31273 per cent) cases, 


(©) Byebrows—From the study it was 
found that 29 persons (2636 per cent) 
have thin eyebrows and only 4 persons 
(63 per cent) have thick eyebrows. 
‘The remaining 717700 per cent) are 
ln between the two, Only. 9809 per 
‘ent) cases with connected eyebrows 
were noticed. 


Supra-orbial ridges 


“Measuring the degree ofthe develop 
ment ofthe supeacorbital ridges It w 
found that 37 persons (33°63 per cent) 
hud pronounced type of supravorbital 
Fidges and 12 persons (10°90 per cent) 
had a slight trace of the ridge while 
reat ofthe subjects numbering 61(S545 
‘et cent) possessed moderate type of 
supraorbital ridges, 


Nore 


(a) Depression of nasal r00t~The 
Frequencies of shallow and medium type 
‘of nasal depression are 37(3363 per 
cent) and 66181 percent) respectively. 
‘Only $ persons (454 per cont) possessed 
deep msl depression 

() Nasal Bridge—The majority of 
subjects numbering 53(46:36 per cent) 


possessed straight nasal bridge, And 
‘he frequency in case of concave, 
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‘conver and concavoconvex noses were 
430990 per cent) 98-18 per cent) and 
S44 per cent) respectively. 
Zygomatic arch 

‘The marked zygomatic arch is noted 
{in 635727 per cent) cases. The rest 
‘of the subjects possessed medium and 
Straight zygomatic projections. their 
umber and percentage being 403636 
per cant) and 7(6:36 per cent) respecti= 
vely. 
Ups 
(@) Thickness—The majority of sub- 
jects numbering 71(64S4 per cent) 
possessed medium lips. The cases 
with thin and thick lips noted were 
2(181 per cent) and 3703363 per cent) 
respectively 
(®) Eversion—Among the persons stu- 
died only 3(272 per cent) cases with 
slight everted lips were observed. 


Analysis of Anthropometric 
"Measurements 


Stature 

‘Analysing the measurements on 
ature it was noticed that majority of 
subjects (7181 per oent) were between 
1901639 centimetres in stature that 
is from short stature to just approach- 
ing medium stature, The average sta- 
ture was found 10 be 16181-2048 em. 
‘The maximum being 1778 cm. and 
the mialmum 146°3 em. The percentage 


of very short, medium, above medivi, 
and tall were 727:I1: 81; $45 and 
563, respectively. 

Indices 


(@) Cephalic Index—The mean cephalic 
index was 7618042 with the maxi- 
mum of 81°6 and minimum of 8. 


Dolichocephaly (5454 percent) appear- 
4 to be predominant. Mesocephaly 
‘occurred in the next highest percentage 
of (4000 per cent. Brachycephaly 
and hyper-dolichocephaly are in the 
‘equal percentage of 272 per ent, 
‘The mean head length and breadth are 
1889-4004 and 14:18:04 centimetres, 
respectively. Head length and head 
breadth varies between 20-1 and 
174 cm. 166 and. 128 respectively. 


() Lengiivbeight Index—The mean 
Jength-height index of head was 6605: 
027, the average of variation being 
between 807 and 51:1. Hypaicephaly 
(7818 per cent) appeared to. be 
predominant. ‘The percentage of 
‘chamaccephalic and orthocephalic 
ements were 3463 and 1818, 
respectively. The mean head-height 
was 11982008 cm. the maximum 
being 148 cm. and the minimum 9:3 


(© Breadticheight Index—The mean 
‘breadi-tcigt index was 8886:-0'59 
‘em. with the maximum of 1070 and 
tinimum of 70-9. Acrocephaly (59-09 
per cent) occurs as highest con 
centration. Tapinocephaly and 
metriocephaly were 20-00 per cent and 
20-90 per cent, respectively 

(a) Nasal Indes—The mean nasal index 
was 76:50'S9 with the maximum 
of 982 and the minimum 608, 
Mesorrhine occurred as the highest 
concentration in $090 per cent while 
‘the percentage of platyrthine was 4727 
per cent. Leptorrhine occurs in 181 
cases only. No cases of hyper-eptort- 
hine were noticed. The mean nasal 
height and nasal breadth was 4714 
003 and 389:50.08 centimetres, res 
pectively. The average of varia: 
tion of the nasal was 
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between S'6and 37 cm, while that of 
nasal breadth betwoen 45 and 30cm, 


(6) Total Facial index-—The mean total 
facial index was 87°82:.0'60 the maxie 
mum being 108°6 and the minimum 
738, It was noticed that the Mes- 
‘oprosopic element was predomi- 
rant (28:18. per cent) while both the 
Euryprosopie and Leptoprosopie ele- 
ments were strongly present in 
order of frequency. The perven= 
tages were 26:36 and 2727 per cent 
respectively. The hyper-euryprosopic 
and hypetleptoprosopic elements 
‘were ow. Tho mean total fac 
length was 11:19:4004 em, the 
maximum being 124 <m. andthe 
‘minima 99 em, The mean biayor 
matic breadth was. 129480-08 om, 
‘the maximum being 138 em. and the 
rminimum 11-2 cm. 


Conclusion 


has been mentioned earlier that 
the Swara of the coastal dstrits are 
suposed to be @ part of the Saora. It 
is held thatthe former migrated t0 the 
coastal distits in the remote past 
and forgot ther distinctive language 
and culture in course of time, At 
present there iso cultural evidence in 
Support of this hypothesis. We have 
therefor, to fall ack upon the bodily 
measurements and observations to 
teat this hypothesis. The data presens 
ted in. this paper should be 
compared with equivalent data on 
representative samples from Suora 
W this is done, scientific evidence can 
be produced for testing a hypothesis 
‘whose basis at present is conjecturale 
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MANMOHAN MOMAPATRA 


‘An attempt is made in this paper 
to desribe the changes that have affec- 
ted the “Buuri” caste residing im the 
Bhubaneswar town in the distct of 
uri, Orissa. 

‘Materials for this paper were colle: 
fed from the following Bauri wards 
located in Bhubaneswar town in the 
istrict of Puri, Orissa, such as:— 
Gate Sahi, Mati Sabi, Chemendi Sah, 
‘Huda Saki, Matha. Sabi, Nalamanda 
Sahi, Nageswar Sabi, Kalikadevi Sahi 
‘and Bangala Shi. 

According to the census taken by 
the author the Bauris inhabiting these 
wards number 450 of whom 224 are 
male and 226 are female. 

‘This paper intends to discuss the 
‘changing satus of the caste during the 
period 19401962. To. find out the 
changes in the different aspects. 1940 
Its een taken as the baseline. This 
year was selected for the base-line as 
the forces of change began to emerze 
from this year. From 1947, after the 
‘onstruction of the Slate Capital, the 
pace of change became rapid. The 
Jnernal and external forces of change 
find the agents through which they 
worked would be discussed towards 
the end of the paper. 


CHANGING STATUS OF A 
SCHEDULED CASTE 


For collecting data from the infor 
rmanis for this paper several methods 
were adopted. To know the status 
‘of these people in 1940 the old and 

‘people were interviewed. 
Data for 1962 were collected through 
‘observation both participant and non- 
participant. To verify the results of 
the interviews checking and_recheck= 
fing were made in course of analysis. 
‘The findings on a comparative basis 
for the period are presented below, 


‘Baw ward (Sab) 


‘As a pollating caste the Bauri wards 
were situated at the outskirts of the 
ean-caste wards. Matha Saki was 
fan exception 10 this rule because the 
Bauris af this ward were Brought by 
‘the head (Mabanta) of this Math 
(monastery) from different villages t0 
‘work in the paddy fickls owned by the 
monastery and in the monastery itself 
rnomioal wages, They were given free 
hhowse-plots in monastery compound 
‘They had their separate wells in th 

svards, as they were not pet 
tose the wells ofthe clean-cast people, 
Huda Sabi and Chemendi Sabi had. 
their own deities known as "Duladel” 
‘and “Chemendai” respectively. These 
ites were worshipped by a local 
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Bauri_ known as “Kalasi” (Shaman 
ris). These deities were situated 
lunder banyan trees and were made of 
‘ough and unhewa stones, painted with 
vermilion. Each ward consisted of 
{8t0 30 (Mati Sahi8 and Huds Sahi 20) 
houses situated on both the sides of 
the ward road. The houses were made 
of wattle and daub and were built 
atthe height of about seven feet. An, 
‘outsider was not allowed to enter into 
the house. The ward roads were wor 
metalled and muddy. In ray season 
the ward roads looked like deans. In 
All the houses the same room was used 
for various purposes lik store, kitchen, 
bed, cowshed ete. Each family bad 
‘ts ‘own husking livers ( Dhenki ) 
insaled cither at the front or back 
Verandah. Allthe houses were without 
‘any windows. There was no regular 
oad connecting the wards and. the 
Baus. lived a life of isolation, 


Tn 1962 the Bauri wards have 
assumed a new shape and is not consie 
ered as isolated and lonely. “These 
wards are now surrounded by big 
buildings of the people coming from 
‘outside. These wards are now conn 
‘ected with good metaled roads with 
the other cleancaste wards. These 
roads have been constructed by the 
Public Works Department and Notified 
‘Area Council in the Bauei wards with 
the direct initiative of the ward mem 
bers. In Gate Sahi the ward road was 
metaled by a Bauri youth who was 
paid all the expenses from the Notified 
‘Area Council . The new houses con- 
structed inthe wards arefully influenced 
by the pattern prevalent in New Capi- 
ul. Though the roofs, are still of 
thatch, floors have been cemented, 
walls whitewashed and rooms are 
with windows. T came across such 


hhowsesin Nalamunda Sahi and Nage- 
‘war Sabi. The Bauris of Huda Sahi 
use the well of their clean-caste neigh 
ours. The Bauris of Mati Sahi have 
dug a well getting money from the 
Notified Area Council in their ward. 
Is important to note that about 25 
Ber cent of houses have removed from, 
their houses the husking livers. One 
will not find a huskiog liver in & newly 
constructed house 
Food and drink 

The traditional food of the Bauris 
was very simple in 1940. It consisted 
of rice and curry mainly prepared out 
of green leaves and Saru (Callacassia 
‘Taro) Water shell (Genda) and Kochia 
(kind of snake lke fish) were also used 
inthe cury, if brought from the nearby 
ponds. Fish, dry fsh and meat were 
1 Tuxury to them and were served on 
special occasions. It is noteworthy 
to mention that they accompanied the 
Jocal hunters as helpers (Paribanua) in 
‘the hunting expeditions. Generally meat 
‘was procured from hunting. They took 
their meals twice a day, the ist meal 
‘arly morning and the second early in 
the evening. Tea, liquor and Ganja 
tc, were not used by these people. 

The food and drink of the Bauris 
1962 have changed a lt in comparison 
to the base-line pattern, Vegetables 
like potato, brinials etc. dry fish and 
fish, ete. are served daily a8 dishes, 
They have been addicted to tea and 
Garakho (a kiod of narcotic). Each 
‘Baur takes ten daily in the moring and 
in the evening. About 15 per cent of 
the Bauris drink tea throughout the 
‘day and this practice has compelled 
‘them to cut down their daily consumé 
‘tion of food. About § per cent ofthe 
‘youth, drink country liquor to get rid 
‘of the day's hard toil, 
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Occupation 1. To cut the fist tee on Sarasa 
‘Agrcural labour and earth works Pui in new ate from the mange-tope 

ing were considered to be their (adic (B88 To), 

‘onal occupation. They were also 

employed bY clean-caste store-qu 2, Toepair ofthe oad Rathadanda) 

‘ownersas stonecuiters for which hey forthe temple sar (Ratha opus onthe 

were paid daily wages, Besides these, car festival day 

Secular occupations the. Baus of 


‘Matha Sahi, Bangala Sabi and Huda 3, To srveas the breaks-man (Khaca 
Sahi were employed in the Lingaraj dawala) of the temple car. Old Baur 
temple. Forthisthey were given tax-free ladies were employed as “Dhai (Nurse) 
(Niskar) house plots and nominal to attend the expectant mothers. ‘The 
remuneration, The temple duties tables mentioned. below lists the ree 
allowed to this caste group Were as munerations and wages , ete, in the 
follows:— stcred and secular contexts) 
Table showing the Remunerations for the sacred services (1940) 
81, No. Nature of duties Remunerations 


1 Cutting of the first og of the dety’sca. 


2 Repair ofthe road of the cur (Ratha), 4 unas per head 
3 For acting as breaks-man s+ annas in cash and 
‘anew cloth 


Table showing the Remunerations forthe secular services (1940) 


1 Daily wages for cutting laterite tones, Gannas to # annas 

2 Daily wages for working as labourer. (Male) .. 6 annas 

3. Daily wages for working aslabourer (Female)... 3 annas 

4 Daily wages for agricultural labour (Male) .. 2annas and 2 measures 
of paddy. 

‘5. Daily wages for agricultural labour (Female)., 2 unnasand 2 measures 
of paddy. 

{6 Remunerations for working ab Nurs, Rs. 2in cash and free 


food. A new Saroe. 
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After the construction of the New Stateand Central Government, One as 
Capital here in Bhubaneswar and duc a Vehicle Guard in the Notified Area 
tothe growing need for labourers dally Council and two as Peons in the Go- ‘ 
wages gone up than before. The need yeenment fees. Two Bau ° 
for'more labourers and rise in the rate palling rickshaws in New Capital. It 
‘of daily wages improved the economic ig interesting to note that the Bauris 
status of the Bauris, This economic after the establishment of the New 
‘evelopment alo affected the material Capital have adopted new oceu- 
culture and the day-to-day life of the patios asa means of livelihood. "The 
Bautis. This will be analysed separt- —Buuris of Huda Sahi, Bangala Sabi, 
tely below. Along with the secular — Nageswae Sai, ete, have started. Band 
service, remunerations for the sacted Partin orchestral musie party) and are 
services alo inereased. But itis ter- hired for ceremonies like marriage and 
‘sted fo note here thatthe traditional sired thread of the eleaneaste people 
wages ofthe Bauris of Matha Sahidid ofthe new and old town, Three Bauris + 
fot rise and remained the same as work as masons in New Capital under» 
hefore. In spite of the increased rate of building contractors. The » sacred 
wages the Bauris of this ward stil do duties have also undergone certain 
the ste work in the monastery at the changes, Repair of the road on the 
traditional rate of wages. fceasion of the car festival is no longer 
undertaken as it has been metalled by 

‘Two Bauri youths have opened tea the Notified Area Council The sacred 
stalls (one in Gate Sahi and the other and secular services done by the Bauris. 
in Nageswar Sahi) on the road side and the rate of remunerations and 
close to their ward, Three have beea wages forthe year 1962 are stated in the 
employed as Class IV servants of the following tables. 

Remunecations for sacred services (1962) 


SI. No, Nature of work Remunerations 


1 Cutting the fst log forthe temple chariot Rs, 2andanew cloth + 
2 Actingasbrakes-man oe Ditto 
Remuneration for secular services (1962) 

1 Daily wages for cutting laterite stones Rs 410 RSS 
2 Daily wages for other non-agricultural Inbour Rs.3 10 Rs. 340 

(Male) 
3 Daily wages for ther nonagricultural labour Re. 3 

(Female) 

Dally wages for agricultural labour (Male). Rs, 3 

5 Daily wages as Mason oe RAS \ 


6 Remuneration from rickshaw pulling Rs. 4 per day 
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Political changes 


The Bautis obeyed their rational 
12 association known as “Satan 
Sabha” and their caste leaders lke the 
Behera and the Bada Behera, The 
ease leaders were always respected and 
‘obeyed. All” the disputed arising 
famong them were setled by these 
leaders, 


By 1962 new legislations passed 
by the Government rendered the tradi 
tional association obsolete with the 
introduction of Panchayati Raj_-now 
type of leadership came in 10 being 
‘The raditional leaders are no longer 
consulted. All the issues arising inthe 
fasie are now decided either by the 
Panchayat members or in the Civil 
Court. Cases are also decided by. the 
infiuencial cleanscaste people of the 


‘Changes in Religious if 


As a polluting caste they were not 
permitted to worship in the temples 
The sities worshipped by the Bauris 
vsere worshipped by. them and no 
Brahmin priests were’ engaged 


In 1962 i was been observe that the 
‘Burs employed « Brahmin to worship 
Ahir deity "Chemenda” and paid him 
Rs. 10. per annum for his services, 
On Mahavishuva. Sankranti the Bau 
nis in co-operation with the nearby 
slean-easte people arcange the "Fire 
working festival” Gham Jatea) near 
thei deities "Chemendai™ and “Due 
ei". The Bauris freely entered into 
the compounds of Kapall, Parsurame- 
svar and Mukteswar temples, They are 
fully aware of the rules passed by the 
Government to abolish untouehabiliy, 


ther aspects of change 


As discussed above changes i the 
social, political, economic and religious 
spheres are noteworthy, After the 
‘tablishment ofthe New Capital of the 
State at Bhubaneswar these. changes 
have come up rapidly. Economie 
evelopment, as described earlier, 
brougit about changes in the other 
spheres. The large demand on labout 
for the construction of the State Capi 
tal opened new avenues of eacning 
"The dally wages went up. ‘The inerease 
eaenings have affected their day-tonday 
life and material culture. The Baus) 
‘women now use gold and silver oft 
iments in preference to the raditional 
brass ornaments, They no longer 
tse the earthen pitchers to fetch wat 

‘These have been replaced by bucket; 
and bell-metal jugs. Those who work 
iin New Capital unde the building con= 
tractors use cosmetics and scented i 
New items lke wrist watches and bicys 
les have been included inthe marrage 
dowries, The Bauri women now are 
ashamed to use the husking liver and 
depend mostly on the rice mills of 
the town, Prostitution has become 
‘common among the woman folk, spexi> 
allay those who work in. the capital 
are. Use of contraceptives has fur 
thered this. practice. Reservation of 
seats inthe Notified Area Couneit 
lection and the other Governmental 
measures forthe upliftment of this group, 
have brought a new type of leader 
ship among them, The caste leaders 
ve lost their hold on the society 
Cases arising among the caste are now 
Aecided by the cleancuste people and 
this shows. the gradual decline of the 
traditional case association, Multiple 
means of independent lvliiood is also 
responsible for the gradual decline of 
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caste solidarity. Changes in dress have 
bridged the gulf between them and 
other cleancastes. The services of 
the washerman and the barber, siding 
in the New Capital, are now available 
to them. In New Capital the Baus 
freely take tea and tiffin equally with 
the other people inthe hotels and 
restaurants, People do not hesitate to 
ke tea in the shops opened by the 
‘Burs in Bhobaneswar. 


The old town of Bhubaneswar is 
traditional religious centre whose intr- 
‘ml dynamics were t00 feeble to bring 
ahout any appreciable change in the 
satus of any caste, The establishment 


‘ofthe moder town ofthe New Capita 
has swept off the traditional, social 
and economic pattern, The eligiows 
habits however, stil persist in super 
ficial way, 
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ULN.PATNAIK. | A SAORA HOUSE 


‘The Soara house is thatched hut 
small in size with earthen walls and 
pills, posts, beams and rafters of 
lunsized timber. The door frame is 
‘also of the sume material and the 
doorleaf, except in the case of a 
Prosperous Soara, is of sliced bamboo 
‘woven together. The plinth of the 
house is generally high enough to 
fallow free drainage but houses with 
Yow plinth are not rare to see. 


‘The veranda is kept clean and neat 
and itis in preat we. Paddy and 
other grains are husked there. Grains 
are sorted before they are taken to the 
kitchen. Silt ropes are twined there 
and mats with date leaves are woven 
here. The men and women sit there 
for a chat during spare time, smoking. 
‘The men sleep on the verandah daring 
the summer season. It is the sick 
room during the day and close to it 
fon the village stret the new born 
baby as its bath daily ewice for = 
month. The howse-wife and the girs 
Of the house plaster it frequently with 
mud and keep it always neat and 
clean, 

‘The door-leaf has a peculiar cont 
vance which answers the purpose of 
ocking. The conteivance is common 
and even though every howse has it 
there Is no fear of theft and howse- 
breaking. ‘There is a hole in the top 
centre of the door frame through 
‘which the hand is thrust in and a bolt 
fixed in the inner side Is pulled into 
Position prevent the door from 
‘pening from out side. While opening, 
the bolt is moved to a side andthe 
door opens. The bolt is a poe 
‘of wood about 6° long. Where 
the family cam afford it, a lock is put 


‘on the door which has its staple and 
chain. The houses of the Gomang, 
Bhoys and the Bodorat have invariably 
locking arrangements. with chain and 
staple 

‘The main room is a small passage 
ike room, Tis carved out by part- 
toning room into the living room 
fand the kitchen. There is @ partition 
between these two and generally 
wooden posts fixed in the ground 
form the partition. 1 is mud plastered 
jin the majority of cases and is about 
2 high. There is shelf ike arrange- 
‘ment made of wooden planks placed 
lengthwise across a number of pests 
‘throughout the length of the room. 
The hearth or fie place in the Kitchen 
has a continuous fie burning and one 
sees a few pots and a mumber of biter 
gourd “lokas” in the kitchen. 


‘The floor of this main room has two 
holes at which the girls of the house 
pound corn or husk it in the morn 
even before it slight, for the breakfast 
fof the family. The’ husking is done 
by a eylenderical wooden piece about 
3" in length and 4” in diameter, The 
stouter end is used for adding weight 
to the pounder while the thinner end 
with an ron brand round i i used in 
‘nusking, The girl weil it squarely 
tnd makes & sharp hissing sound when 
the blow lands on the grain. There 
yet another contrivance for husking, 
is a wooden Chalk! two circular 
slabs of hard wood each about 10° 
The upper slab is held in 
position by & small wooden spike oF 
projection fixed 10 the slab below. 
‘The grain is pushed in a cavity in the 
‘upper slab and then the slab is moved. 
ound and round. There it is just a 
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CChokki as we call it ut of hard wood 
tnd. prepared by the Soact hismell 
The Soara is not a stonecutter and 
has to meet his needs in the above 
‘A portion of the main room along 
side the rear wall isthe place where 
rinking water and water for the 
kitchen is kept. “Wooden poss of a 
height of 3° to 4 are driven into the 
floor, There is phink decking over 
these posts over” which the water is 
kept in easthen pots. Rarely. brass 
Utensils are used and whether it ie of 
brass or of earth, the pot is kept 
Sorupulously clean. Just a few fet 
above the pots are kept the ‘Dumb 
Dumbi' of the house. These are the 
family Gods and are kept in earthen 
pots of small size. ‘These. contain 
ravings or effigies of the Gods and 
they re the indoor Gods ofthe Soara, 
At the very entrance of the main 
room a bamboo hangs. breadthwise 
suspended from the rafter. Slung from 
this bamboo one sees the halters of 
the cattle, the “make noises” of the 
goats, the plough ropes ec. Wherever 
the man is lucky he has a packet of 
‘lephane dung strung fom this barbs. 
Pieces of dried buffalo Nesh are also 
{o be seen $0 slung. The hows and 
ws are struck in the thatch of the 
oof within reach, The gobla, the 
le, the bars, the knife are all 
Huck’ into the roof. The “Powder 
flask usually a buffalo. orn with 
metal cap is alo there. Spare 
obla handles are either slung from 
bamboo rafter or are stuck into the 
roof, Fibres collected from the forest 
‘sed for twining rope are also there 
Towards the centre of this main 
room are suspended the seed grains 
‘of the Soara. Seed maize and seeds of 


aspargus. beans. pumpkin, ete, are 
tied in fea packets and ‘suspended 
(On top of these seed rans are some 
spare dry and hollowed gourds for 
seas pitchers for keeping or fetching 
water or as handles Tor serving 
cooked food 


On a second floor formed by the 
decking over the fie place there is 
the granary of the Soara, The grains 
are kept i big split bamboo receptacles, 
"These as wll as al other items. in the 
two rooms are smoked to a shining 
dark beown colour, The fowls. of 
the family are-driven into a trapike 
contrivance in the space below the 
water space. Goats, if any. are 
tied along with the cattle. The cattle 
shed is either a separate hut or an 
extension in the buck of the house 
accesible from outside 


There ate no plates and cups in 
tse and no metal plates or dlises, 
Leaf cups, palates, known, as Dona, 
serve the purpose. The living) room 
which isthe main room accommodates 
all the members. of the family during 
the rains and winter, There are. no 
pets except a dog and the dog sleeps 
inthe house or on the verandah or in 
the eatle shed. The house of the 
Soara does not require 10 be spacioun, 
He has few wants. He lives for the 
day or at best for the morrow: The 
vorstables fetched from the Bogodo, 
the corm and grain as harvested all, 
0 srmight to the kitchen, The 
produce of the Bogodo in excess of 
ally requirements is kep ether green 
or dey for sale 10 the peddlars who 
come with salt, tobacco, ete, 10 the 
Bogodo for barter. The house with 
the cattle is, to be exact, & *Noat 
Ae, 


N. Ke BERURA 
Introduction 

“Social control and caste go 

together......", holds Prasad 


(1957:245). Every caste in India has 
standing council to regulate the 
conduct and guide the morals of 
its members. Its smooth functioning 
‘maintains social conformity and 
foherence within the caste. Con 
formity to the norm “is either voluntary 
oF ele it results from the pressure of 
sanction.” (Wilson, 1937:17), because 
the individual and the sacial order are 
parts of one system of life. Bogardus 
finds that the “group control and 
personal initiative are two poles of 
Social life". Both must he constant 
in their operation if society is to 
Function smoothly (1934:306). Iss 
‘aims are, as Kimball Young asserts, 
“to bring about conformity, sol 
arity, and continuity of a particular 
roup or society, (Young , 1942:43). 


Within the purview of this paper, 
we shall be discussing the nature of 
Authority structure in, and the mode 
fof social control of the Chetiar 
Kusavan andthe Palln castes living 
in the Vilupuram Taluk of South 
Aroot district in. Madras State along 
With similar case itstations from both 
the castes: the former is an artisan 
caste (Potter) belonging to the clean 
Sudra group of the Hinds social 


‘THE NATURE OF AUTHORITY 
STRUCTURE AND JURIDICAL 
MACHINERY OF THE CHEITIAR 
KUSAVAN AND THE PALLAN 
OF VILLUPURAM 


fonder and the latter is an exterior! 


The Chettior Kusevan constitute 
de fare endogamous sub-easic of the 
Tamil potiers who ate identified with 
Siaitee sect. But Cherian Kusavan 
fand the Pallans ving within Vila- 
pram Taluk form defacto endogamous 
units within their respective cultural 
spheres. The former are spread over 
in eleven villages and the later are 
Found in sixteen villages within a 
radius of about twenty-five mies. 
‘The population of the Chettiar Kusaran 
‘and that of the Pallon is roughly 
‘seeny-sit hundred, and thre thowsand 
sespesively. They constitute, within 
‘their respective domains, efective units 
fof action and manage their respective 
saste afl independent of their 
counterparts living beyond the limits 
fof Mannachanalur Taluk. The 
‘members of the group refer to each 
other as. Kul Sohorhargangal or easte- 
‘retires. They form into, in their 
respective social and. cultural spheres, 
sAetive commensal and status units. 
‘This fective group “can be called the 


7. Waton, 96:12, “The serm “ener? 
for the Hinds cater hiheto "Anon 


Serna 1 the vnfortinte and Serene 
User ™Depeened Chane” (1 i Rept on 
the Census of Ind 193. 
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Kindred? of recognition. This is the 
population within which marriages 
are made andlor kin links can be 
Iaced through mutual kin (Mayer, 
196034 

Social Organization 


Structurally the Chetiar Kusaron 
and the Pallan are very much alike ; 
the members ofthe same cast living 
in dierent villages, within the Talok, 
have a Tot Ia common 

The basic social these 
castes Is the Feil? ad Mee 
{amily called and an inde 
viduals identified with it. But the 
‘Kaban several ass divided from 
within, the Sansaram or elementary 
amis are_ the potential divisions 
Inside it. The larger consanguines! 
kin group is. kul oF lineage, where 
common ‘lationship of genealogical 
links between consanguinealkinsmen 
could be traced, but not beyond i 
But, on the other hand, the ka also 
{compromise kin group which exudes 
‘the adult fale coasanguineal kinsa- 
men and includes the spouses of those 

2, Majer, 180, "The Minded of roo: 
rion inthe stance Une reseed = 


a6 have sad people donot 
The to mary Into the unkinowe 

1 Murdock, 18966 ans at sacest 
aboot ait the reside eobbaion of 
bad and wile reve the ciation of 
‘unlgar comangines Xin ou ie 
ely under any rule of residence. Thin 
En be proxined only by combining © 
ioc Paleo esdetce wh & comin 
nae ule of descent and) ecg 
ompromie werchy some fal relives 
reload “nl some snsanpinel Rn 
nen exlooded™ 

2. Kare, 13886 “If two shes ate 
mari Into ne fami thew. cien wh 
‘eons tothe sae puters cas, ant 2 
ttarrige be pratiie. 


‘of the opposite sex. The enlarged 
fexogamous unit is gotram or sib 
which is composed of several compro 
mise kin groups. Among the 
Chettiar kasavo of Mannachanshir 
there are eight such evogamous gotram 
‘or sibs, viz, pandir, panda, Kodlarin, 
chetty, mapilachetty, chada  chetty, 
chitenchetty and channachetty: and 
among. the Pallons there are seven 
ech gotrams, namely, perupundam, 
Kolepalam Kodatans, esihvary, anal: 
rary, sadiyar and bastinver, Although 
sgoiram regulates exogamous marriages 
Derween agnates where the kinsh 
is of hypothetical nature, there. are 
aso rules of consanguinity which 
‘govern marriages between _afines 
‘Among the prohibited degre bilateral 
rosscousins are potential mates, and 
the daughter of an elder sister is 
aso considered as a preferential 
‘marriage mate : whereas children of 
to sisters cannot intermary. 
Excepting these, marriage with all 
patrilineal kismmen as well as with 
‘matrilineal kin up to within the fourth 
ogres of relationship is. forbidden, 
Monogamous marriage is the usual 
practice, but there are afew cases 
‘of bigamy among both the Cheiiar 
‘ewsevon as well a6 the Pallant: such 
fcaues are only found sith the elder 
‘generation ; the preseat trend is to 
‘denounce and discourage such practices. 
Leviratic (senior )and sororal Junior) 
‘marriages are practised under admis 
sible circumstances. No ease of 
levitate has presently been found either 
among the Kusavan or among. the 
allan but there are thre established 
ceases of sororate among the former 
fand five among the latter. And 
‘obviously. all these sorotrates have 
‘not resulted on the demise of previous 
‘wives. Rajratnam (a Chettiar kusaven) 


NATURE OF AUTHORITY STRUCTURE AND JURIDICAL, ETC. 53 


of Ayaknoil village has marred the 
younger sister of his wife since the 
latter failed to bear a child. Apart 
from this there bas been a case of to 
tering brothers (Sivesambhum and 
Srecnivan of Chettiar Kusavan caste) 
‘marrying two such sisters, and perhaps, 
the possibilities of such matings “may 
have resulted in the prejudice against 

marriage of maternal parallel 
counsins”. Instances of divorce, 
cml eee gad nd de 
Agreements, and widow marriages are 
there among the Poller only. And 
among Chettiar Kusama cases of 
divorce of widow marrage have not 
‘occurred within last fifteen years as a 
result of their changing value system, 

‘The average martiage-age, among 
both the castes, ofa gil sat or slightly 
after puberty : of boys about Sve 
(or six years later the puberty. Marri- 
sages are arranged and aligned om the 
basis of negotiations om pareatal level 
subject 10 the acquieence of Kal 
members and the Panchayattwttam 
‘or caste council, respectively. 
Economic sructre: 

By vocation the Chettiar Aisavan 
fare artisans, namely, potters and the 
Pollans area sort of aprcultura 
labourers. The division of labour 
famong the former, in purwance of 
‘ir cra, makes ther income a result 
‘of jointelfort. Their vocational co- 
operation and interdependence are not 
only confined to family level, they 
fare also found on communal evel: 
for instance, taking lease of waste- 
Jand jointly for exploring suitable 
clay, fetching of fuel commonly and 
firing & kiln co-operatvely. Mutual 
ovoperation is not sought for the 
sake of economy only, it becomes 
imperative to increase the 
ofthe craft "Th contrast to. thin 


the Pallons have 4 type of subsistence 
Which confers on them a lot of 
individuality and. personal economic 
independence. All adult members 
lirespective of “sex, go out in the 
‘morning for wage.earning and tetuen 
hhome afer the day's toll with theit 
individual remunerations either in 
terms of cash or com: some ao 
receive their payments “on weckly 
land or monthly hasss, Womenfolk 
of the Chettiar kusavan usualy confine 
to the domicile and. their children 
assist the elder members in theit 
‘craft, Among the Pallans the task 
fof the grown up children is mainly 
{0 look after the youngsters when the 
flder members of a family ae out 
for work 
The howschold is tum ad the family 
i controlled by” womenfolk 
in both the eases, 

Awchority strwctre andthe juridical 
‘machinery of Chettiar Kusavans 
‘and Pallans 
‘The mode of social control and 
the authority structure among. both 
the castes are quite similar. "Hence, 
‘our analysis of them will be in 

‘ike-manner. 


Musrative diagram of the authority 
1. Periyarar———Panchayatikutiom 
(Caste headman) 

2 Chinmaver Members. of the 
(Deputy head Panchayar Ku 


A Gotr am 
faleyavars (Sit- 
heads) 


4, Kultaleyavars 
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‘The general authority structure is 
hierarchicabranging. from head of 
family at the bottom to the headman 
of the cast at the top, Everyone of 
them has got his own duties and 
‘obligations to the caste, "The real 
authorities pertaining to all caste 
matters are not vested in any single 
man, rather, they are jnixed. desply 
incorporate body called Panchayar- 
urtam or case-couneil, which i com 
posed of a periyavor or caste headman, 
4, chinavar ot deputy headman and 
all the gorrametaleyavars or sib-heuds 
fof the caste. It functions as a unit 
fand its jurisdiction “encompasses the 
entire “elfctive group’, the physical 
fxtension of which is coextensive 
with the boundaries of Mannachanalur 
Taluk, The Kul Talevavars or lineage 
heads and the KudumbacTaleyavars 
‘orfamily heads are not included in 
‘the caste council but attend 
sessions whenever they are. required 
to-do 90 ; they function outside. but 
inv subservience 10 it 


{the fis instance, we shall discuss 
hore, in detail the structure a function 
ft each office of authority and that 
‘of the easte council later. 


‘he Periyavar or caste headman is 
pivotal figure in the caste structure, 
‘The status and prestige @ headman 
enjoys depends much upon his personal 
integrity and capabilities. For 
insane, Natrajan, the Kusovon caste 
hheadman, enjoys 4 position of great 
fafluence: he wields such an influence 
‘nny de to his immaculate charactor 
find dynamic personality ; he is not 
‘only strict and firm in easte matters 
but aso equally considerate and_-help- 
ful to his castemen. On the other 
hand, Natshiman, the Pollan caste 
hoadman enjoys scant prestige among 


his castomen, He is held in scora 
for his vacillating and indecisive 
nature. 


Succession 10 the office ofthe caste 
hneadman is usually hereditary on the 
principle of male primogeniture. 1F 
4 sueeessor has not attained maturity 
fat tho death of ‘is father, and is 
fonsequently not ina position to ake 
‘ver the responsibility, on behalf of 
hhim the deputy caste headman may 
exercise the de fata authority provided 
the latter is commissioned to do so 
by the castemen, In the absence of 
8 male heir to succeed, the office 
passes on tothe ncarest male patilateral 
Kin; and, if suitable candidate is 
not ‘available within the lineage, the 
Privilege may be extended 10 any 
other lineuge oF 10 any other sib, 
If the situation comes to that, But 
suo a Gase has not oeeurred in elthet 
faste within five generations. A head: 
‘man Is lable to forfeit his office, 
should he deprave and disgrace his 
position by proving blatantly corrupt 
And utterly inefcien. It has never 
been practicable to out « headman 
from his Ofice in either este, although 
4 sanction is there. My Pollan i 

formants (Jogiajn and Sakharan) tle 
Ime that some seven yeurs ago there 
was a move to sleip off Narshiman, 
the headman, of his honour by some 
fof the eastemen, but the move dema 
ingly failed because quite large 
‘umber of the castemen opposed 41, 
‘mainly from the point of view of 
rot creating a precedent. However, 
harshiman was reprimanded and let 
fout by the castemen in a general 
meeting, Anticpublic opinion and the 
apprehension of reprimands serve as 
checks and balances on the activities 
fof the caste headman, Anyway the 
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authority ofthe headman snot imposed 
From any extraneous source ; obviously 
it emerges from within the caste for 
the cause of safeguarding its interests 
from any sort of decadence or cultural 
jeopardy. 

‘The headman has had both sacred 
and secular functions, His sacred 
functions are manifold ; he worships 
the caste tutelary deities and acts as 
family. priest for all his. castemen 
He conducts all the marriage and 
irl’ pubescent ceremonies within the 
faste {he ofisiates at the! mortuary 
rites of his eastemen aso. Nay, he 
also conducts the rectifcatory and 
Feformator ites tothe accused persons 
fof the caste with a view to deterring 
further incidence of breach of the 
fase norms and simultaneously con 
‘oning the one that has been committed. 
‘And, moreover, he ets the first morsel 
in ull feasts of the caste group, be it 
aiaeiage or obseques, with the view 
to blot out the orsinous qualities that 
may have involved in the food. 


His secular functions are equally 
important in-nature, for he is the 
dd facto custodian of the easte nor. 
He is the omphatos of the juridical 
machinery of the caste group. He 

‘consulted aud his advices ae soul 
n regard to all matrimonial alliances 
‘of both sexes within he group, be 
it monogamous, or polygynous in 
tiny form and resulting out of any 
type of circumstance, It is he who 
fixes the date for and convenes the 
ceouncil meetings. He invarioably 
presides over the council meetings and 
first initiates the debate and deibera- 
tions in it, by giving @ short account 
of the matters to be discussed : he 
Virtually dominates the scene and the 
Opinion he holds ia a matter is most 


often accepted, He is the treasurer 
ff the easte Fund, which aceures either 
from fines or from subscriptions. 


‘The office of the deputy caste head> 
‘man’ filed by nomination in a 
general meeting of the caste eroup, 
‘AL times a son, if found suitable, 
iso succeeds his father on the latter's 
‘death, A deputy caste headman can 
te removed from his office if censured 
fon bad conduct. Always a competent 
otramstaleyavar of sibeheadman holds 
the office ofthe deputy caste headman. 
His main function is 10 act as an 
assistant of errand-boy to the head= 
nan of the ste group: Usually, 
he earres the message from the head= 
man to any member of the group : 
the also does the job of extending 
invitation to all the members of the 
troup through diferent sib-heads in 
the event of any communal gathering 
He presides over the couneil meetings 
in the abyence of the castes headman 
tind does discharge the latter's sacred 
duties as well Hf usked to do 0 by 
the Reedman, Moreover, he maintains 
the account of east funds. The 
fice of the Gotram-Taleyavar oF 
Sibteodmanship is invariably ascribed 
{othe seniormost male member of 
the gota or sib. Its just lke people 
fon an esalade, for on the death 
fof a. sibvheadman the next senior 
‘ost member of the sib steps in. to 
the former's post. Hence, the status 
the sibsheadman enjoys in an asribed 
tne, because one's ineapabiltes are 
mnt hindrances to his succession. He 
is treated with courtesy and respect. 
He functions as « member of the caste- 
council and reports to the caste head- 
man if any of his sibfllow deliberately 
fails to full the terms of his obligations 
to the ease or brings deshonour t9 it 
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in any manner, He may intervene 
inand resolve the inerineage disputes, 
i there is any, 

‘The role of the Kul saleyavar oF 
the head of w lineage group is un 
Aloubiedly very significant. He is the 
patriarch of his ineage group by virwe 
‘of his seniority in age; he is held in 
high regard and his words ate more 
valued, His hegemony over the kin 
aroup Is considered benevolent he 
{s.n consultant in disease and dificulty 
‘and in pomp and pleasure too. His 
‘constant. viglance over the lineage 
sr0up does not elet any seope for any 
‘member to stray from the traditional 
ways of life. He may efectively 
mediate in and resolve the inter- 
family and intrafamily quarrels, 
especially those arse too often between 
the afines andthe spouses, At 
times, he not only vehemently scolds 
but also inf corporal punishments 
fn the young boys and girls of the 
fapnatic Broup who resort to. easy 
Vite. Similarly if @ man or woman 
is found guilty of any extremarital 
es lsision, he(she will have to. bear 
all the ordeals that may be inflicted 
‘upon by the Kul Taleyara, 


His opinion is seldom ignored, 
because Sovial censure is inevitable 
for one who does it, And, if anybody 
bohaves arrogantly with him, the later 
may refuse to participate in all his 
socio-eligious ceremonies, 

1s the head of an extended family 
¢ the Kudunba taleyavar who occupied 
the most significant postion within 
the effective caste group among all 
other casteheads, that we have dis- 
fussed so far. Although it has become 
4 common feature, nowadays, of the 
sons 10 get. separated from their 
parents sometime after their martages 


and start their respective elementary 
families, but for all purposes they 
‘maintain close connections with thier 
families of orientation ; and this sort 
fof imimate aftiiation’ between the 
fariles of orientation and procreation 
Continues uni the death of he father. 
And after the death of the fither the 
eldest of all the, brothers takes the 
poniton of the former, Hence. the 
Kuba Taleyavar’ is the head of 
feveral family units which together 
constitute this extended family or 
allied families. na stil wider sense, 
Family. may include another category 
of near kin who are one degre removed 
From the clusteralied families? (Dube, 
1985 5135). Ml is incumbent upon 
the members of several family mis 
according 10 tradition, to show their 
‘obeisince 10 him. "He plays an 
authoritarian role inthe ‘domestic 
Scene and is considerably responsible 
for the enculluration of the young 
in the line of the traditional 
cultural pattern. He is the socio 
religous and economic controller of 
the group comprising the near-kin 
fn the paternal side. He dedicates 
the girls and accepts brides forthe 
men of his group in marriage ; he 
makes tho annual offerings. 10. the 
rmanes. He is answerable to the ete 
for the members of his kin group in 
the event of any breach of the caste 

The Panchoyarikvitan oF the caste 
cone isthe peremptory corporate 
suthority which has the prerogative to 
Dish any deafulter within its jis 
diction to the point of ostracism, 
W deals with offences relating to 
{ogbidden commensalty, inhibited sex- 
relation or any other soco-religious 
matter that runs counter to the caste 
norms. The castes under revies have 
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their respective code of conduct 
prohibiting or enjoining certain actions; 
for instances, both Chettiar usavans 
8 well as Pallans prohibit acceptance 
fof food and drink fiom all castes 
Which rank Jower than their own, 
prescribe acceptance of cooked food 
from the castes those are on a par 
with them and permit acceptance of 
iad as well as drink from the castes 
that are higher in the soclal onder, 
‘And both the castes forbid sexeeation 
‘within prohibited degrees of kinsmen 
tnd equally condemn adultery, furnie 
cation, seduction and intercaste sex 
Hision, The other types of cases that 
come before the council are: refusal 
by a party Co full a marriage promise 
which has already been setled 
considerable procrastination of refusal 
to send a gil to her husband’ place 
bby the father or any other guardian 
of the gil; ilhireatment of wife; 
ddivoree 5 acquiring a second wife 
and refusal to give due share of the 
propery to-a brother or to any other 
slaimant. And all other cases relating 
to the ‘breach of any caste norm 
hitherto in vogue, for instance, in 
sulting any caste authority or pursuance 
ff @ new vocation contrary to caste 
forins {among the Pallns it is sect 
Forbidden for any Pallans co remove 
the carcass of other castes, however 
higher it may be) are duly eonsidred 


The nature of punishments varies 
from ease 10 ease and in either cast 
The case on which the Chetiar Kusavans 
will award an outright punishment 
fof excommunication of the defuuter, 
the Palla x the fit instance outeaste 
the defaulter temporarily and then 
call upon himher to perform an 
“expiatory and deterrant’ ceremony 
and then redntergrate-himyher with 


the iste theveafter. This we shall 
discuss later, But the usual punish 
ments awarded by the council are 
(1) outeasting, elther temporary oF 
permanent : (2) fines; (3) feasts 10 be 
piven to the castemen ; (8) comporal 
punishment, and () sometimes religious 
expiation”,  (Ghurye, 1950-4), 


In ropard tothe nature of utilization 
fof the fines. there isa pereeptible 
shit between the past and the presen 
The postindependence repeneration is 
the vera causa of the shift, Previously 
the fines thus collected used 10 be 
spent on communal feast or were being 
equally distributed among all the 
sib groups to entertain theie respective 
Inembers 0 aleohotie drinks. But 
presently the amount is only exponded 
fon constructive purposes, such as, 
purchase of brass and copper cooking 
tenis, carpets and petromaxes to be 
used by eastemen. And clothes bought 
fut of this fund are ao supplied to 
poor and deserving eastemen (especially 
widows). 


‘The shrine of god Aiyyanar at 
Ayyandur is the usual venue of the 
Kusavan caste council, whereas, the 
venue of the Pallan caste council is 
at Tiruvan-kollpotu, But the venues 
hormally shift to any other place 
according to convenience, But when 
they discuss cases regarding gross 
beach of easte norms necessitating 
theeeupon out casting, they do conduct 
the business of the eounct! only at 
‘and upon the traditional Juridica 
seat of i. 


‘The members of the Kusavan caste 
coureit usually sit on mattresses. lke 
blankets or coarse. carpets, because 
they believe that such beds are only 
provided to respectable persons, The 
Pollans use ordinary mats. ‘The 
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plaintif, the defendant and all hers 
present, among both the castes, are 
supposed to sit on the ground, When 
‘2 meeting (ofthe council) sim progress 
‘the members are served with betel leaves 
processed ime and areca-nuts. At 
times they are also supplied with 
tea, The expenditure is either 
met with from the caste fund or 
defrayed by the person who. has 
lured the meeting of the council, or 
the expenditure is shared by both the 
plaindffand the defendant. The proce- 
‘dings ofthe council are not recorded: 
‘nly the account of the caste fund is 
mentioned now a days. 

The decision of the council i final 
and unquestionable. There i no app- 
‘llant body which can reprieve, retrieve 
respite or commute the jadgement pas 
sed by the council. Bui at times, itso 
hhappens that the aggrieved approaches 
some local prominen” men 0” other 
castes wih the vow that the “at er may 
influence some of his (agureved's) 
caste council members for attenuation 
of the punishment. But this 30 t of 
extraneous moves do not succeed, 
because, & member who succumbs 
touch aninfluen’e, could seldom wean 
away other members of the council 
share his point of view. Sometimes 
such an attempt cums detrimental for 
fone who resorts (0 it, because when 
the matter gets publicised, the council 
‘kes serious view 0” such moves sad, 
‘corroborates the punishment thereon. 

Eventually, the caste council is that 
‘august prerogative body of the caste 
‘which only is vested withthe authority 
to modify oF to do away with certain 
‘caste practices, which are considered 
outmoded, and whose change not only 
‘indeemed ft but also becomes impers- 


tive to keep pace with the dynamic 
world. For instause, after indepen- 
dence the Pallons have adopted a resolu 
tion upholding tctotalism and vepetari= 
‘anism on marriage and on such other 
social functions, which were hitherto 
regarded as essential items. And, both 
the Chetter Kusavonr a8 well a8 the 
Pollans ave strictly warned. the 
respective castemen and women not 10 
hurt ity languages at each other inthe 
‘vent of an altercation between themsel- 
Ives. These moves are earnestly inten- 
dded at enhancing their respective caste 
positions, but these movesare comsequ= 
ft upon new consciousness of the 
society after independence. However, 
itis the postindependent egeneration 
that has leat a filip tothe new 
approach, 

‘Apart from the caste councl, there 
is a village committe in every village 
hich is composed of al the castes livi= 
ng in the Village. The headman ofthe 
village is invariably an upper casteman, 
‘The village committe is just an agreed 
foram of several castes to discuss 
matters of common concern, and to 
resolve their disputes if thee are any. 
This ensures the maintenance of good 
neighbourly relations between diferent 
‘caste groups living inthe village, 
Cases relating to payment of compon- 
sation for the damage of standing 
crops, repayment of loans and quartels 
especially where the protagonists are 
men of diferent castes ae referred 10 
the village committe. The committee 
normally arbitrates inthe disputes and 
rarely it pronounces any judgement. 
In the deliberation only the elder 
member representatives of diferent 
‘caste groups living in the village 


iipte 
sae (To be continued) 


1. DAS PATTANAIK 


Inthe Oraon belief system the Paban* 
fs considered as a man in whom the 
divinity is incarnated. He is consi- 
ered asa being superior to man. The 
divine powers become incarnate in hin 
for longer or shocter periods. The 
practitioners of illerent varieties of 
‘magic, on the other hand are considered 
as ordinary human beings, though 
possessed of an unusually high degree of 
powers. This type of magician draws. 
his extrocdinary powers from a certain 
Pychical sympathy with nature. His 
whole being, Body and soul isin har- 
mony with the world forces. They are 
called by several names like Mati, 
+ Sokha, Banmari, et, and function as 
Oracles and lescherat practitioner. 
is presumed that the magical art 
generally employed forthe benefit either 
‘of individuals or ofthe whole comma- 
nity. A few magical agencies lke the 
Witch or witchdoctor practise lack 
‘magic which is directed to cause disease, 
death, destruction and ihluck. The 
Leecheraft_ practitioners and oracies 
fare supposed to practise white-magic 
with the view to do good tothe people. 
‘There is well regulated native insti 
lution where the Oracular activities 
ave learnt. The parpose of this paper 


ORACULAR ACTIVITIES AMONS 
THE ORAONS, 


Js to give a description of the Omcular 
activities among the Oraons. 


‘Evans Pritchard in his: book “Witeh= 
craft among the Azande” (Page 9) 
‘defines ‘oracle’ asthe “techniques which 
fare supposed to reveal what cannot be 
discovered at all, or cannot be discovers 
‘ed for certain, by experiment and logical 
feferences therefrom". Further” he 
‘states that they are regarded by the 
people 4 be more satisfactory means of 
ascertaining the future, and the hidden 


craft. The itrnsie meaning of Orac 
{i “an opinion deemed. infallible", 
‘The function of the orale isto. search 
‘out the hidden or lost things. Even he 
fan say the place where the stolen 
‘things are kept secretly. He can trace 
‘at the criminal and atthe same time 
the things stolen by the criminal 
Ifa man looses some money, cattle oF 
‘ornaments, te, he approaches the 
‘oracle, who can easily tll the where- 
abouts of the things. Even if a lost 
thing is Iying in a tank, the instrument 
‘which uses for tracing out must come 
fear the tank and stops there. This 
‘would indicate that the thing is inside 
the tank. However in order to find 
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fut the hidden things some magical 
performances are done and a the same 
time some rituals ure observe, 


Training ofthe Oracle 


Aman desirous to know the oracular 
sctivitesapproches a'Guru' who should 
be an experienced Oracle, The Guru 
Finally selects a day when the liciple 
comes with (Wo rupees 10. take the 
‘course. ‘The goddess *Kalimal” is 
installed on an alter (Bed) prepared by 
the Guru beforehand, “The disciple is 
expected 10 bring various Puja aoces- 
sories, such as dhop (inseence sick), 
“hun” (inscence powder), dhub grass, 
Golaichi (Mery gold flower) and. a 
white chicken. When the puja materi« 
als are arranged, the Gura and the 
lseiple sit facing cach other before 
“Kalina. The ‘Guru’ catches the 
fhand ofthe disciple and whispers some 
incantation in the ear of the disciple. 
‘The later, too, mutters the same spells 
repeatedly. Thus the hymns. are 
crammed by repeated utterances, 
Aer one hour or $0, the Gury starts 
‘worshipping Kalimai with the Puja 
accessories, Atthe end of the Pu, the 
white chicken i sacrificed and the blood 
Issprinkled over both the stone image 
fof the goddess and the disciple, ‘The 
‘blood is believed to be the. blessing 
water and helps to attain the 'Sidh 
‘After the puja, the Guru els his dseiple 
‘various magical processes of finding out 
things one after the other and finally 
hands overall the spells writing them 
fon a piece of paper. These spss are 
indispensable wile practicing the 
oracular activities 


‘The disciple after geting his blessings 
from the Guru, comes o his house and 
starts practising the course from the 
fallemoon day of the month of Kactika, 


This day is considered tobe very auspic 
ious. Ina separate apartment in the 
Vicinity of his house, he installs the 
image of Kalimal, For a month, he 
confines himself 10 this room and” pore 
forms Puja everyday, None but hi 
Wife is allowed into the oom, She only 
‘comes at noon and atthe close of the 
day to give food. For « month the 
dissiple undergoes rigorous taboos 
such as abstantion from sexual aetivie 
ties, allsorts of play et., and lived on & 
vegsterian diet, ‘The regular practice 
‘of lls and incantations i supposed to 
make him a master of the art. At the 
end of the month an ostentous situa 
is performed with the sucrie of four 
chickens 


[Nature and process of Oracular activities 


‘The Orans believe that there are 4wo 
‘magical proceses to trace out the stolen 
orlostthings. The ist proces scaled 
“Bichar’ or judgement. That means, 
things lost oF stolen ean be found out by 
way of judgement. Through the judge- 
‘ment the oracle can tell where, how and 
who his taken the things oF the place 
where it sIying, The second process 
is called “Bahar. “Bahar is sll 
ras vessel which moves itself and 
ops near the place where the thing is 
hidden, This is called “Searching out 
method’, "These processes also help it 
Searching out the evil eyes 


When a man faces some loss he seeks 
the help ofthe orale, In this case. the 
second method is used, The oracle 
‘comes to the house of the party” and 
cleans.asmull portion of ground before 
the house. The ground is smeared 
With ‘Dudhmati” (White Chy), The 
oracle draws various small squares on 
the smeared ground with charcoal, Tn 
each square he wes witha smal pieet 
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of brick the names of persons who 
might be suspected andthe places where 
the thing might have been Kept. Thea 
from the “Tirk” clan Is 
called by the party, The child sts 
fon an ‘Assan’ and a piece of cloth is 
tied over is eyes. The childs hypno= 
tised by the oracle with the repeated 
spells, The child moves his head and 
hands Mantcally, To check this frantic 
Action the oracle keeps his right palm 
fn the righthand ofthe child. Then 
the child drags his: hand and touches 
any one of the squares. Again his 
hand is taken out from that square 
andthe same proces is repeated. IF the 
chil touches the same square thrice, the 
name of the persons ot places wetten 
there is taken to be the required one 
But if the hand of the child does not 
touch the ground all the names and 
places writen on the squares are de- 
clared 10 cleared of suspicion. So 
‘again he writes other probable names 
in those squares. This proces is very 
time aking and the actual name comes 
after a numberof repetitions. Finally 
When the mame of the person or the 
place is known a ‘Sal Pattar’ (Sal leat) 
{s spread on the ground on which a 
Dua or Bahari is kept. The oracle 
Fecitey mantras. (hymns) and throws 
‘Arua rice on it. With his magical 
‘ell the ‘Duba’ starts moving towards 
the suspscted place or the person. IF 
the "Duba’ comes to & person and 
moves round hit, he is considered to 
be the thief, IC tho sion thing is 
‘ured under the ground of kept inside 
the tank, the ‘Dubs’ dls the soil or 
soes near the tank, The person con: 
tered or the place is ascertained by 
this process, 
The fist method, called “Bichar” is 
used only when the accused is known 
to have left the village and remaining 


Jn some neighbouring aren. Some 
times the things lost (like cows, 
bullock, bulloes) are known by this 
method, ‘The man who casts evil eyes 
is allo known by. this method, 
Were the ‘Judgement’ is told by a 
*Tiahan’ whose appearance is- reflected 
‘on the digit ofthe finger. 


‘This method is considered very 
tnuthentle as the pistorial appearance 
of the lost thing is visible, When the 
picture is visible, the party can easly 
recognize the person, animal or thing 


Tn this case also the oracle proceeds 
in the same manner us before. The 
boy from the “Titk' clan is called and 
seated on an ‘assan’. Before hint an, 
farthern picture is filed up with water 
is kept, above which a small strip of 
bamboo is wed to threaten the mediator 
when fis appearance is visible. A 
biack oily substance is anointed at the 
top digit ofthe middle finger ofthe boy. 
‘The boy raises his hand upward show 
ing the middle ner towards the oracke 
‘The oracle recites ‘mantras’ and ine 
yokes ‘Kali to help him. Suddenly 
the ‘Dut’ or ‘Bahan (carter animal of 
Klima) is visible at the blackstined 
jeit_which seems to be transparent 
"The ‘Bahan’ is threatened by the oracle 
with the split of bamboo t0 eaten the 
fctual eriminal oF to show the place 
‘where the stolen thing is kept. The 
Figure gradually fades away. — Just 
fice a few minutes, the actual eriminal 
hecomes visible, With the appearance 
ofthe figure the boy loses sense 


Te oracle is highly ovated by the 
‘oraons in thelr villages, When a as 
‘does ot et the deserved output from. 
his lands, he natually blames the exit 
yes: To justify it he approaches the 
oracle, who tells him the actual causes, 
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‘The oracle can trace out the eil eyes 
easily, IC itis due to “deota’ or die 
satisfaction of the pachabalar (ances- 
ton’ spirits), he advises the person to 
‘worship them by giving proper sacrifice. 
Inthe case of death, the orci is also 
consulted. When 2 man faces an 
‘unnatural death, his people consult 
the oracle and know the cause of death. 
‘The oracle is also consulted to ascertain 
the reasons of barrenness_of women, 
‘An oracle is very useful when a comm 
‘oner chooses 8 new homestead site 
‘When a man chooses a site for coo 
‘ructng the house he never starts wih 
‘ut consulting the orale, The owner 
is concerned about auspicious o inaus- 
Picious nature of the place. The 
oracle goes to the side and smears 
small portion of the ground with 
scowdang. Then he keeps “anus tse” 


in three different places giving small 
ips. He then covers three “taba” 
(ate leaf) on the ice very carefully 
and lees it alone to remain through- 
‘out the night. Early inthe next mom- 
ing he comes and examines the covered 
rice, If the rice is scattered the place 
Js considered inauspicious and. the 
house can never be constructed. there, 
but if i remains in tact the place 
declared 10 be auspicious 


Magic is ordinarily employed for 
therapeutic purposes. The distinct 
feature of oracular’ magic is that it 
also employed for detection of crime 
‘Tras in the oraon society both medic 
<ine and the criminal code of the tribe 
orm an integrated pattern in conju 
ction with magic, 


G.N.DAS. 


To ess than two. years the Thint 
‘Five-Year Plan will close yielding place 
fo the 4th, The ansition from 
plan 10 plan has been marked hy 
inereased outlay on the welfare of 
Backward Clases, In the First Plan 
of Orissa it was of the order of 
Rs, 227°58 lakhs. In the 2nd it in- 
creased 0 Rs, 7160) lakhs and inthe 
Sed the estimated qutlay is Rs, 84167 
lakhs under both State and. Central 
Sectors, The Fourth Five-Year Plan 
ison the anvil, but indications: are 
hat the outlay is likely t0 be of a 
Mill higher order and we may expect 
ito bo at least one and & hal times 
‘ofthe Third Five-Year Plan outlay. 


‘This special provision is intended to 
supplement the —eflets which aro 
made for the welfiwe of the Back 
ward Classes out of provisions in 
the departmental budgets particularly 


| THREE ESSENTIALS 


fof those concerning development of 
‘Agriculture, Edveation, Animal Huse 
bbundry, Co-operation, Health and 
Sanitation, Industries, Housing, ete 
Although in this State an earmarking 
has not been attempted as in Andhra 
Pradesh, iti intended that a suitable 
portion of the investment should be 
made for the specific benefit of the 
Backward Classes which would bo 
supplemented by the special provisions, 
Accordingly. «substantial input of 
expenditure i expected (0 be made on 
this decount, and as stated above 
its se is poing 10 increase in 
fire 


1 would not be in vain to pause 
for a moment to look back and alto 
to look ahead particularly against 
the background of formulation of 
Fourth Five-Year Plan and possibly 
of stil Future Plans but it would be 


cy 


well in that context to confiné our 
foulook 10 @ more conerete eld, 


i.e Education and 


Employment. 
‘The sphere of economic development 
‘would be comparatively a more elusive 
Pursuit, In 1941, the level of literacy 
of the’ Scheduled Tribes, the main 
wing of the Backward Classes in this 
State was only 1:50 per cent against 
‘the general level of 970 per cent which 
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rose by 1961, according to the census 
figures, 0 736 per cent and 21°66 per 
cent respectively. By the year 1961 
Wwe were in the bepinning of the Third 
Five-year Plan period, In 
‘of employment, agai 
tion of 20 percent in Cl 
fand $0 per cent in Classes I and IV 
‘of Government services the achiever 
ment was as below 


the mater 
the reserva 
es Land IT 
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From the 


ils who had passed different levels 
‘of qualifying examinations was ay 
vd » 


available statitios it 
appears that among the Scheduled 
Tribes, the number of boys and 
Year Mide 
standard 
195 2.216 
1961 249 


‘The estimated. number ofS 


aliferent-agegroups was as- follows 


hook. 
18 Scheduled Tribe children of 


In the year 1961-62, the number tha 
attended schoo! is also shown in the 
table 


Agewroup Total No, No,atending Percentage 
6-14 (Primary & Mide) woos? 199935 24 
15-18 (High Sehoo!) 296,194 5356 10 


‘These figures merely coatirm that 
there is still a vast Heeway to be made 
tp by the Scheduled Tribes to come 
toa comparable level with the general 
population in the mater of education 
find employment. They also. lend 
some’ clue as to why the Scheduled 
Tribes are sill socially backward and 
economically poor and exploited, 
‘They also explain in some. measure 
why the Scheduled Tribes have not 
hoon able to (ake advantage of the 
‘employment opportunities that are 
‘opening up even in their own areas 
[Not only smallscele industries are 
rowing up, bul some of the large 
Seale industries on the ational level 
are springing up at their very door 
Step. The Rourkela Stee! Factory 

ty andthe Aero 


cngine Factory are instances of this 
In the ease of the the former where 
the construction phase is over expan= 
sion programmes hold a substantial 
tmployment potential for he skilled 
fand semiskillad worker. nthe ater 
five almost the whole field awaits 
exploitation, 


“The Adibasi does grow a number 
of oibsceds and rabi erops and fruits 
Tike banana, pineapple and jacks 
fruity on fairly extensive scale in 
Some areas, He has almost the mono 
poly of collection of minor forest 
produce like tamarind, broom, 
um, honey and grows Tassar and 
Tac in some parts. The production 
of erops like turmeric and ginger in 

fand dates of the Adibasi 
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areas is almost his birth right mono- 
poly. Yet, in all these this s the uae 
‘enviable position of the losing partner 
‘only. The trading class middlemen 
0b him of the produce which he has 
perforce to part with almost for a 
song in all cases. He isnot able to 
Withstand this large seals exploitation, 


He clears the forests and. breaks 
few land for cultivation at great 
Personal scrugle and risk, but hardly 
‘ever escapes the cunning ruse of the 
plains-man from parting with the land 
land falling in perpetual bondage of 
the latter who cleverly manipulates 
to get round the legal hurdles in 
the way of transfer of the land 
‘The Adbasi isnot able to withstand 
the exploitation, 


He toils hard in the face of natural 
and man made hurdles to eke out 
4 fiving however meagre, but finds 
in the end left with almost nothing. 
To fight his hunger, and frustation 
he takes to drink, but sown falls prey 
to its deadening’ effect. He attached 
social customs, religious rituals, and 
even economic processes 0 liquor 
and his priest supports the evil prastice 
Under religious sanetions and supers 
tious belifs. The Adibasi finds. iy 
impossible to withstand all this, 


All that point tone invitable 
conclusion that the Adibasi- must come 
to his own ; he must be able.to stand 
on his own legs and fight the evuning 
And exploitation. “He must realise 
‘that life is not to be lived idifeently 
Linder a cloud of frustration, He must 
have ambition and also the ability 
to enjoy the fruits of his labour 
He should also be able to withstand 
{temptation of the evils of modern 


life, Instances are not rare where 
thas been noticed that the benefits 
Of the schemes underiaken forthe 
conomie development of the Backs 
Ward Classes went 10 others, In 
Ceylon some years ago for the Veidhas? 
‘very buckward tribal community of 
ff Ceylon, a large sale resettex 
ment seheme was put into execution, 
Large forest reas were reslaimed 
tnd) developed for agriculture. with 
itrigation and other facilities, The 
Veudha families wero given good houses 
to tive in and the land way allotted 
for eukivation by them. They reaped 
a bumper harvest from the land, got 
ood returns from the poultry units 
esc family was given to reur on modern 
Hines. In short they had almost a 
transformation, ut” it was noticed 
‘hat in the vicinity of the settlement 
fuzars grew up. Traders trom the 
‘owas and cites brought wares ranging 
From eyeles and stoves 19 silks and 
Fouge and. lipsticks. The Vedas 
took litle er 20 time to be fascinated 
hy the tinklets and. gadgets and all 
hit “hard earned “wealth owed 
{to the traders chest. They became 
indebted to them and started mortagae 
ing their lands. The impact “of 
modern life appeared 10 threaten the 
apparent prosperity of the *Vedda', 
This attracted the attention of the 
‘administrators and social workers 
fad asa result a study of the problem 
was undertaken being sponsored by 
the UNESCO, This is concrete 
Instance in tho Bold of welfare 
Works for backward people to ile 
trate howa mere eeonomie. programme 
Imay not yield the desired result, It 
has to be & comprehensive programme, 
and perhaps equal or greater emphasis 
‘on building up the outlook, and mental 
stamina would be necessary, 


“THREE ESSENTIALS. o 


We have embarked upon programmes 
of Backward Clases welfare, and as 
Stated above the successive plans are 
designed to put in increasing outlay 
for that. Here in our State the brunt 
fof the burden for execution of the 
Schemes is borne by two agencies, 
vizy (1) the Local Bodies oF the 
Panchayati Raj institutions, and () 
the Government agency. We are sil 
lacking the non-ofcial agency. The 
‘opinion Is. sometimes expressed that 
in the case of the more. backward 
tribals the ‘traditional tribal council 
should take the place of the statutory 
Local Bodies. It has been noticed 
‘that in some cases the elected represen- 
tatives being illiterate and uninformed 
are not taking any interest in the work 
‘of the Panchayats or are operating as 
mere henehsinen of the Tew clever 
‘and cunning non-triabal members 
wo are holding the key positions in 
the Panchayats. Buc there are aso 
aves where not the traditional, et, 
sovia and religious laders, but young 
active and popular persons, have 
been chosen and they are seen 40 be 
‘comparatively tess amenable 10 serve 
the second fiddle. It may be puting 
the clock back to replace the statutory 
by the traditional coun 


‘We are thus let withthe two agencies 
‘of the Local Bodies with elected 
representatives, and the Government 
Stalf to handle the execution of the 
schemes. To get the desired result 
Uhree things are necesaey, so thatthe 
representatives, and. bureaueraey can 
funetion in the right dicection and 
right sprit and with eficincy, 


Firstly, the representatives in the 
Panchayati Raj institutions, —parti- 
felarly the Grama Panchayat and 


Panchayat Samiti must receive inten 
sive training in the organisation and 
functioning ofthe Panchayati Raj and 
execution and supervision of schemes 
for the welfare of the Backward 
‘Classes, They should beliewe in the 
measures adopted. for this purpose 
if in respect of schemes pract 
‘afew of them according to their 
inclination and preferenee. They 
should know the programme inti- 
mately and show by example that 
the schemes are worth execution. One 
‘may show that in respect of horti= 
culture, and poultry rearing, But all 
rust emphasise the programmes of 
education and training. They will 
have to take keen interest inthe village 
schoo! and all educational and socal 
evducation programmes. In onder to 
tenable them to do x0 they shall have 
to be given the opportunity of taining, 
and education, This isthe Bs essen 
tia, 


Secondly, the Government oficial 
Who have the responsibilty of execu 
lion starting from the Village Level 
Worker of the Block must know the 
tribal backgeound and must be teuined 
in the proper approach to the Back- 
ward Classes. They, at least some of 
thom, have a rich heritage of culture 
fand outstanding qualities of forbeat= 
ance, anda sense of independence 
and lack of complex. They have 
‘heir own sense of values which 
they respect in socoty. The 
workers have 10 understand all that 
and approach them inthe proper 
manner and spirit. In some cases 
the tribals do not understand. much 
fof the local language, Contact 
with them for one who does not 
Know their dialect is possible only 
through the local non-tribal who 
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‘usually exploits them. It is, theree 
fore, necessry for the workers to 
have a good working knowledge of 
ribal languages of the areas. This 
will enable them to win their conte 
dence which is essentially necessary 
for successful implementation of the 
schemes. Like the representatives 
fon the Local Bodies, these workers 
‘so should not only have clear 
rasp of the deulls of schemes, 
tnd they should also set example by 
practising them as far as practi> 
ble to impress that they believe in 
the schemes for the welfare of 
the Backward Clases and also 
that they are productive af good 
resus, 


‘Thirdly, the Government employees 
‘who are entrusted with the execution 
‘of sohemes for the welfare of Back: 
‘ward Clases should be piven encourage 
ment and opportunity to work whole- 
heartedly for the suocess of the 
Sehemes, On the other hand the Block 
and other staff when they are posted to 
such areas usualy take i at an unkindly 
fact and they are anxious to get away 
fiom there. Since they are eut off 
from common amenities of if they 
deserve 10 be suitably compensated 
in the shape of special allowance, 
Special consideration for promotion 
and posting after «suitable period 
of service in the backward ret ‘This 
is the third essential, 


we 


Adminierative setup 


Shei B. G. Rao Patnaik, 1.0.5, assumed the charge of the office of the 
Secretary, T ibal & Rural Welfare Department and Director, Tribal Resedrch 
Bureau, wit eflect from the 22nd February 1968, A temporary gazetted post of 
‘Special Oficer, Trial Art and Culture, inthe Tribal & Rural Welfare Department 
inthe sale of Rs. S00 900 has been created for one year, with effect from the Is 
‘March 1964 tothe 28th February 1965 fr reorientation of tribal dance, drama. and 
‘music inthe State, 

Education 


‘During the quarter under review 53S Scheduled Tribe students, 677 Scheduled 
‘Cas e students and 880 Other Backward Ciass students were awarded Post Matric 
Scholarships. An amount of Rs. 12.23,557 was spent for the purpose. 


With a view to watch the progress of general educat on and other activities of 


‘decided to maintain monthly progress chart in respect of each student. These 
Jr conduct in school 

and behaviour with fellow students, eachers und outsiders, 

Economie Uphfi 


In view of increase in the cost of building materials the State Goverment moved 
Government of India to enhance the rate of subsidy for construction of houses for 
‘Scheduled Tribes from Rs. 75010 Rs. 1,250. Government of India have agreed. 10 
raise the upper Timit of the subsidy to RS. 1,€00 out of which 7S percent will be 
borne by Government and the balance will be contributed bythe beneficiaries in 
shape of labour. 

Mivcellancous 


(a) A seminar on employment, education and vaining of Scheduled Tribes 

and Scheduled Castes vas convened at New Delhi from the 30th January 1968 
to the 2ad February 1964. The Minister, Tribal & Rural Welfare, Director 
and. Special Officer attended the conference. 

The twelfth meeting of the Tribes Advisory Council was held on the 25th 
February 1964 under the Chairmanship of the Chief Minister, The following 
importnt subjects were discussed: 

(1) Classification of Scheduled Tribes in Orissa 


(2 Reservation of seats for Scheduled Tribes and Scheduled Castes in 
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(@) To make more stringent the existing rules prohibiting transfer of 
‘immovable property by Tribals to non-tribals. 


(4) Restriction on nos-tribals engaged in Podu cultivation 
(5) Reorganisation of felt sta of ‘Tribal & Rural Welfare Department 


(6) Payment of scholarship to all Scheduled Tribe and Scheduled Caste 
‘students reading in various edocatonal institutions. 


‘A conference of District Panchayat and Tribal Welfare Offices and _repional 
Deputy Directors of Grama Panchayat and Tribal Welfare was also beld at Bhubane- 
swar on the 9th February 1964 and 10th February 1964, under the Chairmanship 
fof Minister, Tribal & Rural Welfare. 


‘The following important subjects were discused: 
(1) Timely distribution of scholarship and radi 
(2) Repairs to Sevashram buildings 
(3) Progress of Orchard Scheme introduced in Ashram Schon! 
(4) Clearance of D. C. Bills 


‘The second mestng ofthe Advisory Board of Tribal Research Bureau was held 
‘on 9th March 1964 withthe Minister, Tribal & Rural Welfare in the Chair. The 
‘Board recommended s scheme for expansion of the Research Bureau. “A compre- 
hensive plan for the culture survey of the most backward 1ibal areas was also 
prepared by the Board 


(8) The pavilion set up by the Tribal & Rural Welfare D-partment within the 
premises of industrial Exhibition during last plenary session of the All-India National 
Congress at Bhubaneswar occupied First place in respect of decoration and display. 
“The lfeand culture of tribals depicted i large numberof dioramas and exhibition 
of their material culture and lifesize photographs were the greatest attractions of 
the whole exhibition, 


and writing materials 
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